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Meeting:  The July meeting will be held July 3, 2007 at 
the club field.  The meeting will start at 7:00 PM.  Come 
early and fly or come early and watch.  Remember we 
need to finalize our planning for the CAF electric fly-in. 
     

************************* 
HI SKY R/C Club Minutes: June 5, 2007 
 
Meeting was held at the Rattle Snake Raceway field. 
 
Bruce Hoover brought the meeting to order at 7:02 PM.  
There were 14 members present.   
 
Minutes:  Bill Coombes moved and Harold Ragland 
seconded that the minutes from the May meeting be 
approved.  Motion approved. 
 
Field Report:  Field looks pretty good. 

 
      The electricity bill has finally dropped back to about 
$18.00 per month.     

 
     Good workday.  Bruce thanks all who came out and 
helped.  Still need to fix the door on the shed, but the 
shed looks very good.   

 
     Gilbert offered to make some security signs for the 
shed.  Everybody agreed this would be a good start. 
      
Do not forget, DON’T STORE INDIVIDUAL 

CLEVISES: A note to the unwary 
   By PETE YOUNG 
 
     Last summer I lost elevator control of an Almost-
Ready-to-Fly (ARF) trainer. The airplane stopped 
responding normally to elevator commands, and pitch 
control eventually disappeared entirely. I wasn’t able to 
return the airplane to the flying field, and it ended up in 
the big swamp where it stayed for several months 
before anyone found it. 
 
     The root cause of this mishap was that the 
elevator’s nylon clevis had stripped out and thus, all 
elevator control was lost. The airplane was on its third 
flying season, by the way. So, one lesson is replacing 
nylon clevises with metal ones, especially on elevators, 
which see extremely high air loads. 
 
     This past week I was flying a new ARF trainer. I had 
replaced the kit’s plastic clevises with metal ones. On 
its first flight, the airplane started requiring more and 
more nose-up trim, the reverse of how a gas airplane 
acts as it burns fuel. An alarm went off in my head, 
triggered by memories of last summer’s incident. I 
immediately chopped throttle and landed after less than 
two minutes of flight time. 
 
     On final approach, the airplane started pitching over 
more and more, despite my holding full back stick and 
back trims. Although I thought for a moment the 
airplane was going to dive straight in, I was able to 
bring the nose up sufficiently to make a hard landing 
with minimal damage—a sheared off landing gear 
plate. I was lucky the aircraft wasn’t totaled. 
 
     The cause of this incident was the DuBro metal 
clevis had stripped the threads off the kit’s threaded rod 
linkage, a variation of last summer’s problem. I recalled 
that I had forced the DuBro clevis on, but as I had done 
this in the past with no problems noted, I didn’t think 
anything of it. 
 
     It turns out that most ARF trainers these days have 
2-millimeter threaded rod linkages and matching plastic 
clevises. If you replace the plastic clevises with DuBro 
or Sullivan metal clevises, you’ll have a mismatch 

continued on page 3 
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From the Robbins Nest: 
 
CAF & HiSky R/C club 6th Annual Indoor Event July 14th & 15th  It’s just about here, and most of the 
details have been taken care of.  Raffle items are coming in, and we have lots of really great things to give 
away.  I’ll detail all the donated items in the next newsletter, but this could be one of our best raffles yet!  
Food has been donated, and tables have been reserved.  But we still need to take care of the following 
things. 
 
1. Set up tables at the CAF of Friday, probably around 2 PM.  It takes several folks to set up the tables, but 
usually only requires about an hour to do. 
 
2.  We’ll need someone to work the check-in Saturday morning, from 8 AM till about noon.  There won’t be 
many folks arrive after 12 PM, and we can deal with them as they show up. (We aren’t collecting fees on 
Sunday, so these four hours should take care of the entire event!) 
 
3.  Someone needs to sell tickets for the raffle.  We’ll want to keep this money separate from the CAF fees, 
but I’ve got money bags for each, so this should be easy. 
 
4. Someone will need to collect money for the table rentals.   One free table goes to each registered pilot, 
and additional tables are $5 each.  One pass through the hangar around 10 or 11 AM, and this should take 
care of the rentals. 
 
5. Someone needs to be sure and bring the frequency board to the fly-in, and spare extension cords. 
 
Most of these tasks are easy to do, and require very little effort.  Probably the most important job will be 
check-in Saturday morning.  If we can cover this important position, the rest will not be that difficult to 
manage.   
 
I have reserved the tables, and will pay for them Friday Morning.  I have the raffle items, and am in the 
process of writing all the thank you letters to individual donors.  I’ll also be there Friday to receive the tables, 
and help with the setup.  I’ll make signs for all the things that require signs, such as sign-in, raffle, and 
general information. 
 
This should be a really fun event. We want everyone to get to fly as much as possible, but the most 
important thing we need to monitor is SAFETY.  This cannot be compromised for any reason.  Jim Ruple 
will be in charge of the event, and as in the past, I’m sure we can have an enjoyable and fun event for all 
who attend. 
 
If you ever wanted to try indoor electrics, now is your chance.  This will be a very low key function, and 
would be a perfect setting to get your feet wet with indoor electrics.  There may even be a trainer or two 
which you could fly.  So come on out, support the club, and enjoy! 
 
Dennis Robbins 
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EQUIPMENT IN THE SHED.  Strongly suggested that 
everybody take their stuff home or it will get trashed. 
 
Safety Report:  A.J. Lee gave the safety report.   
 
     A. J. reported that we need to watch the battery 
voltage on the new 2.4 equipment.  Also, program any 
PCM transmitter to go to low motor on loss of signal.    
 
Activities:  General discussion of upcoming activities. 
     Electric Fly at CAF – Everything is go.  Dennis has 
the tables on order and letters have gone out to 
venders for the raffle.  Bill Coombes reports there will 
be no late flying.  We need to let everybody know they 
can fly up to quitting time, but not later.  

 
     IMAC – 14 registered flyers.  Club made about 
$40.00 from the meet.     

 
     Fajita Fly-In – Date remains June 15th.  Food will be 
brought in from Rosa’s.  Charge will be $5.00 / plate.  
Head count will be made just before the food is picked 
up.  List sent around for those who can bring chips and 
dip.  Bruce says he plans to have two prizes for the fun 
fly.  He will work it like a poker run.  Jim Rupple made 
a motion that in addition to the $5.00 per plate we 
charge $5.00 for each flyer to cover prizes.  Harold 
seconded.  Motion passed.   
 
Old Business:   
     Still nothing from Jim Hall.   

 
New Business:   
     No new business to report. 
 
Treasurers Report: 
     Ed reported that we have money in the savings 
account and the checking account. 

 
Show and Tell:   
     Jim Rupple brought his new Horizon Hobbies DN4 
Curtis Jenny.  He says it builds quickly and it does fly 
very good.  Good value for the money. 

 
Club Raffle:  No raffle 
 
Next meeting:  At the field, 7:00PM June 3rd. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:50 PM. 
 

*************************** 
 

Fajita Fun Fly 
      There were nine flyers registered at the Fajita Fun 
Fly.  Our own President picked a series of events for 
competition.  After each event, a card was drawn by 
each contestant.  At the end, the best score on the 
flying events won a gift certificate and the best poker 
hand won a gift certificate. 

     The scores for the fly-in are as follows: 
 1.  Bruce Hoover       645 
 2.  Jim Ruple             630 
 3.  Dennis Paschall   605 
 4.  Rick Strange        595 
 5.  Jim Tartt               560 
 6.  Gene Laughlin      555 
 7.  Curtis Stone         480 
 8.  Mike Chase          305 
 
     The poker draw was won by Mike Chase.  Mike 
also had the only structure problem and had to miss 
the last two events.  The structure holding the wing in 
place on Mike’s airplane broke during the loops 
competition.  Mike landed the plane and only then 
discovered he had a problem.   
 
     A great time was had by all and everyone left 
thinking we should do this more often.   
 
Picked up Passing By 
     Two of our members are on the “injured reserve” 
list.  Tommy Thomas, our Vice President, is facing the 
possibility of surgery on his foot.  He has been having 
problems for a few months.  A. J. Lee is at home 
recovering from surgery.  Our thoughts and prayers 
are for the complete recovery for these two members.  
 
For Sale: 
 
Top Flite Spitfire kit…. 0.60 size… Complete NIB $75.00 
Top Flite Airacorba kit  0.60 size with cockpit kit.   $75.00 
World Models Clipped wing Cub (electric power) ARF new 
in the box.   $60.00 
Horizon Hobbies PT-19 (electric power) ARF new in the 
Box.  Almost ready to go.  $60.00 
Contact Bill Coombes at 689-8359 or email at: 
Snj24@earthlink.net 
 
                               *********************** 
Hitec CG-335 NiCd field charger (4 to 24 cell packs)  $40.00 
This is a great field charger for NiCds only. 
Goldberg Cub with 2 JR servos in wing.  Ready to fly.  Just   
Add your radio and engine.  $120.00 
Contact Henry Smith at 570-6262 or hksmith35@prodigy.net
 
                                *********************** 
Estate sale  
¼ scale Cub – This model airplane needs a person who has 
a 
Place to refurbish and fly a fantastic flying model.  It needs a 
Bit of rework to being ready to fly.  It is solid white.  No radio.
 
Great Planes P-51 – This is almost ready to go.  Has 
retracts, 
Looks great.  Needs the canopy glued on.  No radio. 
 
Trainer with Super Tigre .46 engine has radio but radio 
needs  
Batteries. 
 
Cessna with ASP .46 radio needs batteries. 

continued from page 1 
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************************************* 
 
For Sale: 
 
1 – Futaba T6EXA transmitter with charger on Channel 31. 
 
1 – Great Planes Electrifly AC Park Flyer Peak Charger 
 
1 – Hitec Electron 5 micro-receiver 
 
1 – Great Planes ElectriFly C-10 Micro ESC 
 
4 – micro servos 
 
1 – GWS EM 350 motor with prop 
 
Make offer – Contact Jon Wheeler via e-mail, jwheeler@keyenergy.com 
 
 

***************************************** 
 
Hope sees the invisible, feels the intangible, and achieves the impossible. 
 
Pray for your NEEDS, not your GREEDS! 
 
In old age you must put up with the face, the friends, the health and the children you have earned. 
     Novelist Fay Weldon 
 
Joy is not in things; it is in us. 
     Richard Wagner 
 
The only thing that ever consoles man for the stupid things he does is the prase he always gives himself for doing 
them.     Oscar Wilde 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  
CAF ELECTRIC FLY IN 
CAF HANGER 
JULY 14 & 15, 2007 
Fee includes Museum.  16 oz/3 cells on all models.  No 
Carbon fiber rotor blades on helicopters. 

CALLING OF THE HOGS 

MIDLAND CLUB FIELD 
SEPTEMBER 15 AND 16, 2007 
This is the 50th anniversary of the Astro Hog.  

 
 

between the metal clevises’ 2-56 threads and the kit’s 
2-millimeter threaded rods. By the way, metal 2-
millimeter clevises aren’t a common hobby shop item. 
Common ones are either 2-56 or 4-40. 
 
     The remedies are easy. You can solder on a 2-56 
(or 4-40) threaded rod, using silver solder and solder 
couplers (not electrical solder!). If you don’t like to 
solder, you can replace the 2-millimeter linkage stock 
completely. Simply replacing the original plastic clevis 
with a metal one isn’t a good solution. 
 
From CRRC Flight-Log 
Charles River Radio Controllers, Inc. 
Michael Cormier, editor 
Waltham MA  

continued from page 1 
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FOR SALE 
Dennis Robbins   699-2465 or 682-2488 

$125 
 

Indoor/outdoor electric plane 

Complete-ready to fly  
w/transmitter (less receiver) 

 
Hummingbird Airplane (rudder, elevator) 

2-GWS props 
Hextronic brushless motor 

Brushless speed control 
2-GWS pico servos 

Airtronics 6 channel transmitter 
Airtronics buddy box 

Trainer cord 
Airtronics Transmitter carrying case 
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Fajita Fun Fly 2007 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rick answers some questions about his IMAC model. 

 
Are we having fun yet????? 
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Bruce is getting ready for another run. 
                                           Action on the flight line. 

 
This YAK 54 made 2 flights with the glow lighter in place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our “cook” at work preparing the fajitas. 
    

 

 




