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***~Dues are Past Due~***

The Prez gets a ride in a SNJ!

Meeting Notice: The April meeting will be held at the
flying field on April 6, 2010 at 7:00 PM. Be Prepared.

HI SKY R/C Club Minutes: March 2, 2010
Meeting was held at the First Baptist Church.

Meeting called to order at 7:10 PM by President Chris
Rutter. 21 members and 2 guests were present.

Minutes: Minutes were approved as published in the
newsletter.

Field Report: Field looks pretty good. The weeds are
starting to grow again with the rain and warm weather.
Jim Tartt has set a workday, April 10" at 8:00 AM to
work on the weeds, sweep the gravel and do some
more patch work.

Safety Report: Everything has been safe. Since the
weather is warming up, we need to be watchful for
shakes. Need to watch when starting engines, there
have been some prop strikes, which hurt and can be
very bad.

continued on page 2
|

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

1 Minutes

1 Chris Gets a Ride in a SNJ

2 Picked Up Passing By The ride was Feburary 27, 2010 at the CAF High
Sky Wing with Col. Lance Sommers at the helm. This

3 Calendar of Events is quite a step up for Chris who has only flown electric
models. He has a SNJ that he plans to copy the paint

4 Getting the Harrier Down scheme of the CAF SNJ 101.

6 Robbins Nest i Planes for Sale

continued on page 3
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continued from page 1 Jim Ruple showed his E-Flite Brio from Hangar 9.
Runs a 480 speed motor on 3 cells. Uses 2100 mah.

Treasurers Report: We have money in the checking, Can do the 3d maneuvers

savings and CD accounts.

Activities: Club Raffle:
cuvites: Glow Starter Dennis Paschall
- N E ilbert H
IMAC 7 We will join Odessa club again this Oﬁtcrunner motor %gqe\rNhsé?earndez

year. Meet planned for May 29/30. Servo Tony Lara

t CaIILng of the Hogs i Third weekend in August g;:onpnectors ELL;S%VF:]%ZY(S:

S n
217 and 22 Spinner Monty Sandefer

EZ Links Gary Thomas

" Fajita Fun Fly i Second weekend in June 12"
& 13" Next meeting: At the Field, 7:00PM April 6th.
. . . th - .
Fun Flies i April 247 is the first Meeting adjourned at 8:30PM followed by a
demonstration by Gene Laughlin of his way to cover a

July 3" is second and will include pylon racing. wing with monocote. Excellent demo.

Calling of the Hogs 1 Aug 21 & 22™.

Picked Up Passing By

Here it is mid-March and good flying should be right
around the corner. | am ready to get out and fly. But |
have been keeping the sniffles going. | need to start
checking my equipment and getting it ready to check
out the air. As | am writing this, the wind is blowing
about 30 mph and | dondét |

So what are some things we should be doing?
First cycle your batteries to insure they come up to the
proper level. If not then throw them out. Batteries are
cheap compared to the amount of time and money you
have invested in a plane. Check the fuel system to be
sure the lines are good and there are no leaks. Check
all the hardware and make sure all the screws are
tight . Dondt forget the en
time. If you are using the nylon clevises check to
make sure there are none with excess play. | have
seen them with the pin al.|
the electronics. Plug all servos in and turn on your
radio and operate the controls. Make sure all servos
work smoothly and in the
forget the servo screws and servo mounting screws
make sure they are tight. Lastly, check the landing
gear screws and wheel collars. Youdon 6t want
a wheel fall off on take off. | had a landing gear fall off
my Ugly Stick many years ago! These are some
things that if caught before a failure can make your
flying season safer and more enjoyable.

The second part of 3D flying is in this issue. The
article talks about the harrier. This maneuver was
named after the Harrier Jump Jet which can fly at a
slow rate of speed.

You will note that the meeting for April will be at the
field. 1 am hoping that the weather will be pleasant.

The first week of April usually is either cold, bitter cold
or very windy. We will see how the weather will be
April 6.

Electric Fly in T Dennis reports that we will not
have an electric fly-in this year. The
Horseshoe is not available and there are no
alternatives at this time.

Old Business: Motion was made to purchase a
Female Handicap Porta-Pottie. Vote on hold until next
month.

Bruce Hoover reported that he could get 40
yards of caliche delivered for $400.00. Gene Laughlin
moved and Jim Ruple seconded that we go ahead with
the additional parking area. Bruce will set up delivery.
We need to move the cross ties out of the way so the
truck can maneuver. It was suggested that we
probably need the tractor to do the movement.

New Business: Ruple moved and Matt Allen
seconded that we move the meeting in April to the
field, since the time will change before then.
Approved.

Ruple suggested that we cut the mesquite back
another 10 to 20 feet to give better clearance to land.
Need to get AJ to talk to Jim Hall for approval.

Show and Tell:

Matt Allen brought his brand new Hitec Aurora 9
Channel 2.4 transmitter. Cost was $460.00 with 3
receivers. Has all kinds of bells and whistles, probably
more that most of us may ever use. Even has
capability of reporting speed, altitude, and other flight
data while the model is in the air.

Dennis Robbins showed his
foamy for 3d flying. Weighs in at 30 grams.
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continued from page 1

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

BATTLE OF BENBROOK

FORT WORTH THUNDERBIRDS FIELD

APRIL 17,2010

SSC and Open B combat $20 entry fee

5™ ANNUAL SPEF INDOOR ELECTRIC FLYIN
PLAINVIEW, TX

APPRIL 237 25,2010

FTWORTH THUNDERBIRDS MEMORIAL FLY IN

FORT WORTH THUNDERBIRDS FIELD

TIMEMAY 5, 2010
$10 landing fee with a free lunch for pilots

ARK S ANNUAL FUN FLy Look at the grin on t

AMARILLO CLUB FIELD
MAay 22, 20107 May 23, 2010
Open flying, contest, prizes and raffles

MIDLAND d ODESSA IMAC

ODEssA CLus FIELD
May 29 - 30, 2010
Make plans to help out with this event.

Fajita Fun Fly

Midland Club Field

June 127 13, 2010

North Dallas Spring Combat
North Dallas RC Club field

They are off!

June 19, 2010

Hard hats required!

Fhkkkkkkhhkkkkkkkk 5

Wanted

Need a good .75 to .90 2 stroke engine. If you
have one you would like to sell call Jonny Rotan at
553-1589.

If you have items to sell or want to buy something
send me an email: hksmith35@prodigy.net

And back on the ground.
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Getting the Harrier Down: A Building-Block Approach

By Jeremy Chin

From the Mid Atlantic Radio Kontrol Society, Snow Hill, Maryland
Part 2 of 5

If you have followed along with the previous article, you now have a simulator to learn on as well as the right kind of
airplane to learn with. This is a point at which many people just begin banging the sticks around and thrashing the
airframe around the field. Not only does this not necessarily turn into the safest situation, but it does not often yield
success.

To learn to 3-D well, you need to learn with a building-block approach that builds a good foundation of basic 3-D
maneuvers and progresses from there. This progression will use much of the basic aerobatic knowledge you have
previously learned to control the airplane in all attitudes and situations.

While most people think the core maneuver to flying 3-D is the hover, that is unfortunately incorrect. The most basic
and fundamental maneuver for learning 3-D is the Harrier. The Harrier is a part of a majority of 3-D maneuvers and
skills learned during training to help build rudder-control skills necessary for more complex maneuvers.

To learn to Harrier correctly, we are going to use another simple maneuver called an elevator. Learning to Harrier
this way initially allows this first maneuver to be flown at a higher altitude and with an easy escape route. Start by
climbing to an altitude of Afi ve mldwithteknese intbthegwind and duethee |l t h
throttle to idle. When the airplane has slowed significantly, hold full-up elevator and allow the airplane to fall. If your
airplane is set up correctly with an appropriate center of gravity and control throws, it should descend slightly nose
down or level. An idle set too high will cause the airplane to descend nose high.

As the airplane descends, use the ailerons to hold the wings level. During the descent, the wings may rock back
and forth. Careful correction with the ailerons will help correct this problem with most good designs. When the airplane
has reached an altitude of one mistake high, decrease the pressure on the elevator and increase the throttle to fly out
level. You have just completed an Elevator. Congratulations! Continue practicing this maneuver until you are
comfortable with the airplane descending in this manner.

Next up, prepare to fly an Elevator just as you did before, however for this round of exercises, you should begin to
use the rudder to steer the airplane as it descends. Remember to use the ailerons to keep the wings level during the
descent. Try descending while steering the airplane through a gentle circling descent and exit as before. Continue
flying this exercise until you are comfortable using the rudder to steer. This exercise may feel odd to many sport pilots
who are not used to using the rudder on a regular basis.

In the next phase, we will begin the Elevator just as before and use the rudder and ailerons. As the airplane
reaches the midway point of its descent, begin to increase the throttle until the nose rises slightly. The airplane will
also move forward more than in previous exercises and its rate of descent will slow. Do this repeatedly until you feel
comfortable increasing the throttle and maintaining control of the airplane.

Once you are comfortable descending in this increased throttle state, allow the airplane to descend to one to two
mistakes high and increase the throttle more while easing off the elevator backpressure. Your goal now is to find a
point of equilibrium where the airplane maintains a nose-up attitude of approximately 30° to 45° while slowing the
descent to no altitude change.

When you can complete this last exercise, you have successfully flown a Harrier. You can successfully control the
heading of the airplane with the rudder and its attitude and rate of descent with a combination of elevator and throttle
control . ltés now time to take your efforts to the next |

Once you feel comfortable finding that balance between elevator back pressure and throttle input, you need to take
the next big step.

In the next phase of this exercise, you are going to fly at a very low level. This is a point at which many students get
very uncomfortable. They reason that, since they are closer to the ground, they are more likely to hit the ground. That
is not an unreasonable thought; however it fails to take all the factors into account.

Learning to fly 3-D, especially learning to Harrier, at a very low level is absolutely the best place to perfect your
Harrier. Optimally, youéll fly with your tail one to two

By learning to Harrier at a low level, you:

1 Fly at an altitude and proximity to yourself that allows you to see every movement of the airplane no matter
how small, and react to it promptly to keep the airplane flying the way you want it.

1T Keep the airplane |l ow so that-ofshapeé evéntude,doésdoget
time or altitude to build up momentum that will cause significant crash damage.

1 Impress your friends!

Start this phase by flying low, level, straight-line runs down the runway into the wind. Remember to be courteous to

your fellow fliers and yield the runway to those who need it. Pilots taking off or landing always have the right of way. If
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you get uncomfortable with the airplane at this altitude because of a gust of wind or other factor, use the ailerons to
level the wings, cut the throttle back somewhat and let the airplane drop to its landing gear.

As you get more and more comfortable flying your Harrier down the runway, begin to add turns into your exercise.

Start with circles one direction, then the next. When you feel comfortable flying circles in a Harrier, modify your

exercise to include figure-eights over the runway.

These simple exercises are a great way to build, refine, and improve your fundamental 3-D skills.

You now have a great foundation to begin building more 3-D maneuvers into your repertoire, so what is next?
Before moving to an entirely different skill, you need to go back to the beginning of this Harrier lesson, but progress
through it inverted. A successful inverted Harrier is another important building block of learning to 3-D.

As you move through the inverted version of the Harrier lesson, remember that your rudder and elevator require
inputs opposite of those you use in an upright Harrier. Most people find it extremely helpful to use their simulator at a

slower time rate to build this skill before moving to the real world.

Becoming proficient at flying your airplane in a Harrier is one of the most important building blocks or fundamentals
of becomingagreat3-D pi |l ot. Dondét be afrai
progress through the Harrier lesson in a weekend. It may take others a month. You should also not be afraid to break

this lesson out again when you have progressed past it. [
From the 1995 Warped Wings Calendar by Bill Zimmerman

“But Honey, | already made the parachute

and the sign and everything!”
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In his haste to retrieve his favorite model airplane,
Joe completely forgot that he had driven the
company truck to the field that day...
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Planes for sale
call Dennis Robbins for details 6875663
| can bring any of these to the meeting, please call if interested

Fancy Foam OsirisPattern Plane, ready to fly, (no receiver) $100

Clik! F3P Pattern Plane, ready to fly, (no receiver) $100

Jazz Freestyleready to fly, (no receiver) $100
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