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Meeting Notice: 
     The December meeting will be held December 1, 
2009 in the Activity building of the First Baptist Church 
located on the corner of Garfield and Louisiana streets.  
We will vote for the officers nominated at the November 
meeting. 

************** 
HI SKY R/C Club Minutes:       
November 10, 2009 
 
Meeting was held at the Baptist Church. 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:10 PM by President Chris Rutter.  
18 members were present plus two guests. 
 
Minutes:  Minutes were approved as published in the 
newsletter.   
 
Field Report:  Jim Tartt reported that the field is in pretty 
good shape.  Still needs to be finished up in the spring.        
 
Safety Report:  AJ reports that safety has been good.     

   
Treasurers Report:  Ed Anderson is out of town, but sent 
info to Chris Rutter.  He says we have money in the bank and 
he has put some more money in the money market fund from 
the Horseshoe fly-in.  Dennis reports that we made about 
$300 on the fly-in with 43 registered pilots.        
 

Editors Note:  This is from an old newsletter.  It is one of the 
classics and I thought it would be good to publish it again.  
 
From the Robbins Nest: 
NEW RADIO NEWS! If a new radio is on your Christmas list, 
(I hope to win the raffle!) and you actually get one, here are 
some things to think about before you place it in your best 
and most favorite model.  As we all know, radios and 
receivers can and do quit working sometimes.  But would you 
ever suspect a new radio not to work?  It can, and does 
happen.  I was recently reminded this while out at the flying 
field.  A brand new receiver right out of the package seemed 
to have problems.  This was noticed because the pilot was 
very observant.  He caught the problem before the plane was 
flown.  What this tells us is even new equipment needs to be 
completely checked out before flying.  This includes a 
detailed range check, per the instructions included from the 
manufacturer.  I also know someone who follows this with a 
range check while the engine is running.  He has someone 
hold the plane, and repeats the range check.  He feels this 
allows a check with the plane vibrating.  Not a bad idea.  This 
same person also has a radio test plane.  This is a plane he 
is not so proud of.  All new radios are placed in this plane, 
and test flown numerous times before actually being placed 
in a ‗good plane‘.  This insures him that the radio is working 
fine.  This may sound a bit paranoid to most of us, but this 
fellow has lost some really nice, and expensive models 
because a new radio failed.  You decide what works best for 
you, but just remember to check out that new radio real good 
before taking to the air. 
 
CHRISTMAS TIME IS NEAR:  I am going to guess that most 
of us have our wish list complete, and have begun to place 
little pictures of planes all over the house, refrigerator, etc.  
While it is fun to get these things for Christmas, we need to 
use this time of year as an opportunity to give to others in 
need.  And not only during Christmas, when we traditionally 
give to others, but all year long.  Giving to others is an honor, 
privilege, and is a way a saying thanks for all we have been 
blessed with.  As you share this Christmas season with your 
family and friends, maybe we can all make our wish list a little 
smaller and our GIFT list a little bigger!  Merry Christmas to 
all,  Dennis Robbins 

 
     I would also like to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.  It has been a privilege to publish 
this newsletter for your information and enjoyment.  It has 
been an enjoyable endeavor.    Henry Smith 
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Activities:  Nothing on tap until next year.  Will set 2010 
activities in January.  Jim Ruple will put a list of possibilities 
together for that meeting.  
 
Dennis Robbins reported that the Horseshoe has booked the 
October date we wanted for next year‘s fly-in.  Dennis is 
going to check on other potential dates.  Ruple moved and 
Tartt seconded that we have the fly-in and it was approved. 

 
Old Business:  
 

Some discussion of the comments being sent via 
email concerning the prospect of including a car 
track at the field.  Based on that discussion, Ruple 
made a motion that we not get involved in the track.  
AJ seconded and the motion passed.   
 
Taff Huber is going to try establishing a car club.  
Anybody interested can contact Taff @ 432-770—
8345. 
 
Based on the comments about the car club, Jim 
Ruple suggested we amend the club by-laws to set 
the club as Aircraft only.  Jim has the latest by-laws 
and will send a copy to Chris for review. 
 
40 Class Sport Pylon racing was discussed.  
Suggestion made that we include it as a part of one 
of our fun flies to see what kind of response we get.  
There was a question about an electric division, but 
the consensus was that there probably is not a spot 
for electric. 

 

New Business:  
 

Dennis Robbins reported that Monty Sandefer sold 
the most raffle tickets for the Electric Fly-in.  He has 
a plaque and electric motor as a recognition award 
for Monte, who was not at the meeting.   

 
Nominations for 2010 Officers: 
 
 President  Chris Rutter 
 Vice President  Gilbert Hernandez
 Secretary  Ralph Gillette 
 Treasurer  Ed Anderson 
 
 Appointed offices: 
  Jim Tartt  Field 
  AJ Lee  Safety 
  Bruce Hoover Activities 

. 
Show and Tell:  Rick Strange brought his 40 Sport Pylon LA 
Racer.  This is just one of the two planes set for this class. 
 
Ruple brought his E-Flight L-4 ARF.  Says it fly‘s quite well 
on a 2 cell 800 LiPo. 
 
Gilbert Hernandez brought his Combat electric.  Uses a 35-
30 motor and a 6 cell 2200 MAH battery. 

 
Club Raffle:   

 

Ralph Gillette -- ESC  
Jim Tartt        -- AXI clone Motor  
Tom Kuhn     -- Connectors 
Chris Rutter  -- Prop    

 Jim Ruple     -- Control Horns 
 Gilbert Hernandez    -- Washers  
 
Next meeting:  At the Baptist Church, 7:00PM December 
1

st
.   

 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
 
 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

     We need to set our 2010 calendar as soon as possible.  
Be thinking about events and dates for those events in 2010.  
We should get our dates for events scheduled early to avoid 
conflicts.  Be thinking about this.  Some of the events are: 
 
Fajita Fun Fly 
IMAC – Coordinate with Odessa Club again? 
Calling of the Hogs 
Horseshoe Electric 
Intra-club fun fly or fun flies 
 

************************ 

Caution:  After opening the gate or the building, be 
SURE to move the tumblers off of the combination.  By 
this ALL of the tumblers are to be moved to something 
totally different.  Lately the locks have been left on the 
combination.  This is not a secure situation.  After 
“closing” the lock or locking the lock be sure to pull 
hard downward to check if the lock stays locked.   
 

********************* 
 
Picked Up Passing By 
     Dennis Paschall has been busy lately instructing 

new people in the fine art of flying a model airplane.  
He has had to repair the club trainer several times to 
keep it in flying condition.  I think he also uses his own 
fuel in helping the new flyer.  Dennis, I wish to thank 
you for stepping up and helping these new flyers.   
 
     The cool days have brought a lot of people to the 
flying field.  Some days you need to call ahead to get a 
parking space.  We should think about getting some 
more caliche to extend the ―safe‖ parking on each side 
of the field.  I am not trying to usurp Jim Tartt‘s job in 
making this comment.  I am also glad more people are 
using the facility. 

********************* 
     ―Remember, today is the tomorrow you worried 
about yesterday.‖   Dale Carnegie 
 
     ―If ifs and buts were candy and nuts, we would all 
have a Merry Christmas.‖  Don Meredith – Dallas 
Cowboy quarterback and sports announcer 
 
     ―New Years Day is every man‘s birthday.‖ 
                   ---Charles Lamb 
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From the Robbins Nest: 
 

South Plains Electric Flyers (SPEF) fly-in review:  Once again, we made the trek to Plainview, and as always, had 
a great time flying indoors at the Ollie Liner Center.  Thanks to Royce, Reegan and Britton May, who graciously hosted 
this event.  Monte Sandefer and I were the only local club members who attended this time.  Only the diehard flyers 
made the trip to Plainview, so there were lots of opportunities to get some great stick time.  I think I flew almost 60 
flights.  That‘s a lot of time in the air.  If you want to improve your indoor flying skills, you should try to make it up to 
Plainview sometime.  You won‘t be disappointed.  It only costs $35 to join the club, and money is used to rent the 
flying facility.  All dues are spent renting the Ollie Liner Center, and this allows us to fly maybe four times a year.  It‘s a 
great deal if you don‘t mind driving a little.  Some folks only go up for one day, and you still get in plenty of flying, since 
we open up at 7 AM, and usually quit around 11 PM or so.  Some guys even stay later than that!  I‘ve included some 
photos for your enjoyment, and a video link to a YouTube video filmed by Gary Jones, which documents all the fun we 
had, as well as the diversified types or aircraft present at the fly-in.  Just type this link into your web address, and you 
can view the YouTube video. 
 

http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=13671698&postcount=22 
 
Don‘t forget about these indoor flying events coming soon: 
 
Wichita, Kansas, Central Plains E-Fly Spectacular    Dec. 10-13

th
, 2009 

 
San Angelo, Texas   4

th
 TINY indoor event    March 5-7

th
, 2010 

 
And here are some photos, taken by Gary Jones of the SPEF event in Plainview. 
 

 

http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showpost.php?p=13671698&postcount=22
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