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Meeting Notice: 
     The February meeting will be held February 2, 2010 
in the Activity building of the First Baptist Church 
located at the corner of Garfield and Louisiana streets. 
Dues Notice: 
     Please pay your dues if you havenôt done so.  They 
are a bargain at twice the price! 
 
HI SKY R/C Club Minutes:         January 5, 2010  
 
Meeting was held at the First Baptist Church. 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:10 PM by President Chris 
Rutter.  25 members and 2 guests were present.   
 
Minutes:  Minutes were approved as published in the 
newsletter.   
 
Field Report:  Field looks pretty good.  One significant 
problem is gravel on the landing area that can damage 
props.  The suggestion was made to use leaf blowers 
to move the debris away.  Will be an activity for a field 
clean up get-together later this month.   
 
Safety Report:  Everything has been safe.  Some 
comment about planes flying too close to the pits, so 
everybody should watch where they fly.  Jim Ruple 

Airplanes for Flying in Windy Weather 
By Ivan Cankov  
From the Middle Point RC Flyers, Murfreesboro, 
Tennessee 
             
     All too often, on an otherwise nice but windy day, 
folks just donôt fly. Obviously, for a beginner, thatôs 
common senseðbut for someone who has some 
experience, the wind can be a challenge that adds 
some spice to flying. While itôs easy to see that 
experience level has a lot to do with how much wind is 
too much, it may not be quite as apparent that the type 
of model youôre flying also can have a great effect on 
your ability to handle winds. 
              
     Letôs go through some airplane design features to 
see which ones give us the best flying characteristics to 
handle winds and the resulting turbulence: 
 
     Size: In general, the larger the airplane, the better it 
will handle winds of all kinds; large models donôt ñflop 
aroundò as much! 
 
     Dihedral: The more dihedral in a modelôs wings, the 
more they are going to be affected by crosswind gusts; 
it is hard to keep the wings level, therefore lineup to the 
runway is difficult in a crosswind situation. 
 
     Wing Loading: The higher the wing loading, the less 
an airplane will be affected when hit with a gust. 
 
     Aspect Ratio: Lower aspect ratio (stubby) wings will 
be less bothered by gusts; there is less leverage for 
side forces to upset the airplane, and lower aspect ratio 
wings have a greater tolerance to changes in angle of 
attack caused by gusts. 
 
     Power: Having the power to overcome the force of 
wind is necessary. The same thing goes when you get 
into a sticky situation. 
 
     Lateral Control: Ailerons are beneficial in a 
crosswind landing and takeoff phases. The ability to dip 
a wing into a crosswind without changing heading is 
essential, as is the ability to rudder the airplane parallel 
to the runway heading while keeping wings level with 
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mentioned that when flying electrics, make sure to 
disarm the motor before making changes to any 
switches on the transmitter.     

   
Treasurers Report: We have money in the checking, 
savings and CD accounts.  Ed paid the Porta-Potty bill 
and sent money to Tom Kuhn for mowing.   
 
Activities:  First cut at the timing for activities for 
2010:   
 

IMAC ï We will join Odessa club again this 
year.  Meet planned for May 29/30. 

 
Calling of the Hogs ï Planned for third 

weekend in August 21
st
 and 22

nd
. 

 
Fajita Fun Fly ï Planned for second weekend 

in June 12
th
 & 13

th
. 

 
Fun Flies ï It was discussed and agreed that 
we need at least two fun flys this year.                                  
Dates picked were April 24

th
 and July 3

rd
.  May 

have a pylon race in July. 
 
Electric Fly in ï Because of problems at the 
Horseshoe, we settled in on September 18

th
 

and 19
th
 as tentative dates.  Dennis is 

following up with the Horseshoe people to 
confirm.   
 

Old Business:  Chris Rutter talked with Greg Hahn of 
AMA two weeks ago about the frequency problems we 
are having.  He said there was a very marked lack of 
interest from the AMA, so far. 
 
Bruce Hoover is trying to get prices for the cost to 
increase the size of our parking at the field.  More next 
meeting. 
 
Mike Chase brought up the gate lock problem again.  
Seems like this is a continuing problem.  There was 
some question about the locks needing some 
lubrication to make them easier to lock.  Mike and 
Bruce are going to graphite the locks. 
 
New Business: Dennis Paschall said we now have a 
Senior Telemaster plane for training.  He plans to put a 
gasoline engine on the plane, which will cut the cost of 
fuel. 
 
AJ Lee got some cost figures for purchasing fuel for 
the club.  Looks like $18.58 for 7 to 28 cases and 
$17.58 for over 28 cases.  After much discussion, 
Chris Rutter suggested a sign up sheet for those who 
want fuel, payment due at sign up time.  Sheet will be 
ready for the next meeting.   

   
Show and Tell: 
 Chris Rutter brought his under construction 
Texan.  Looks very good.  He said it went together 
very easy.  It is now ready to cover, which he is going 
to do in Navy colors.  Plane will be powered by his the 
same electric system he has been using on the 
Corsair. 
 
Jim Ruple was the recipient of a built up Veco Dakota 
from Bill Coombes.  It is a free flight model that Jim is 
going to convert to RC. 

 
Club Raffle:    
 AXI Clone Motor w/prop  Matt Allen 
 10 Amp ESC   Ed Anderson 
 Spinner for electric  Matt Allen 
 Connectors   Matt Allen
  
 Electric Prop   Ralph Gillette 
 Electric Prop   Chris Rutter 
 Control Horns   Mike Scott
  
 Fighters Book   Chris Rutter 

 
Next meeting:  At the Baptist Church, 7:00PM 
February 2nd.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:26PM. 
 
Cartoons 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

continued from page 1 



HI -SKY R/C FLYER   3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

Our events are listed in the Minutes of the January meeting.  
Please refer to them for information and dates. 
 

Tips and Tricks 
From the newsletter for the First Weed Wacker 
Aerosquadron, Lakeside, Ca. 

 
 
 

 
 

****************************** 
       I have another proposal for fuel.  I will have the 
details at the February meeting.  The fuel comes in 5 
quart bottles.  Perhaps we can have an order before 
the flying season starts. 
 

****************************** 
      Thanks to a former member we have a Senior 
Telemaster as a club trainer.  Dennis Paschall has a 
small gas engine mounted on the nose.  I have heard 
reports of long flight times with this combination.  
Hobby Lobby has the wingspan at 95 inches.   
 

********************************* 
ñAge is a question of mind over matter.  If you donôt mind, it 
doesnôt matter.ò    Satchel Page 
 
ñThereôs more than one way to look at a problem, and they 
may all be right.ò   Norman Schwarzkopf 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ailerons while landing. 
 
     Landing Gear: Models with tricycle landing gear are 
easier to land and take off in a crosswind than tail 
draggers; in addition, the wider the spread on the main 
gear, the better. 
 
     Maneuverability: This one is a bit harder to quantify. 
You want a model with stability, yet you do need good 
maneuverability to cope with gusts. Therefore, you 
want a model that is stable, yet responsive. 
 
     Wing Mounting: Generally, a low-wing airplane will 
handle crosswinds better. This is because the center 
of gravity of the airplane is nearer, in a vertical sense, 
to the aerodynamic center of the wing. 
 
     Therefore, a side gust does not roll the model as 
easily. Moreover, by mounting the main landing gear 
on that low-wing model, they can be spread wider. 
 
     Itôs unfortunate that almost every preceding item is 
in direct opposition to the characteristics found in many 
popular trainers. The main exception is the 
requirement for tricycle landing gear. But even with 
trainers, there are differences. Compare a Seniorita 
with the Kadet Mk2. While the Seniorita may be a bit 
slower and a bit easier to fly, the Kadet, with its 
ailerons, higher wing loading, lower aspect ratio, and 
lower dihedral, is a far better airplane when flying in 
windy conditions. Going a step further with the same 
kit manufacturer, the Cougar (.40)/Cobra (.60) kits 
embody all the right characteristics for windy flying. 
 
     In closing, I offer Confuciusô only known saying 
about RC flying:   ñTo learn to fly in wind, one must fly 
in wind!ò  
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From the Robbins Nest: 

 

Airbrush techniques made easy:  I build a lot of airplanes, and the material of choice is Depron.  The problem with depron is 

that it only comes in two colors, which are grey and white.  You can only come up with a limited number of color schemes when 

you only have two colors to choose from.  After watching a video on the internet about airbrushing foam airplanes, I decided to 

give it a try. After a few attempts, I could actually paint a plane, and be willing to show it to someone else!  Itôs really not that 

hard, and with the next few photos; Iôll show a simplified way to get started painting your own aircraft. 

 

COME TO THE MEETING, AND SEE AN AIRBRUSH DEMO OF THIS METHOD!  

 

 

                           
          Begin with a template.                                          I use large washers for weight. 

 

 

 

              
            The first coat of paint is very light, and you can see lots of white foam.             
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On the second coat, I try to get complete coverage, but some light areas are still present. 

 

 
And here is the final coat.  I apply color fairly heavy so it looks slightly wet, or shiny.  All the light areas are 

filled in.  
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Next, I apply shading, which really accents the base color, and adds depth to your project.  I reduce my air 

pressure slightly when adding highlights. 

 

 
And the final product. 
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This is a template I used for an actual airplane.  The template is repositioned for the next color, which will be 

red trim.  

 

 
The template is weighted with washers and metal strips. 

 


