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Fajita Fun Fly ï June 13, 2009 
 
     The Fajita Fly In started with a light breeze and no 
promise of rain even though the weather men had us 
with a chance of thunderstorms.  The breeze kept the 
flyers and spectators comfortable most of the day 
despite the rising temperatures.  The wind did pick in 
velocity during the morning but this didnôt stop the 
flyers.   
 
     The last count was 18 registered flyers with several 
spectators.  Flyers from Idalou (near Lubbock), Odessa 
and Fort Stockton came to spend the day.  The planes 
were a mixture of electric, gas, and glow powered.   
Most of the pilots brought several airplanes to fly and 
show to everyone.  The planes ranged from electric 
powered, glow engine powered sticks and semi-scale 
to gas engine powered IMAC models.  These planes 
presented a variety of flying skills.  There were the 
basic maneuvers through the 3D type flying all day 
long.  One electric flyer even had a camera mounted 
on his plane.  I didnôt see the results of his efforts. 
 
     Noon came and everyone enjoyed a lunch of fajitas 
with the fixings.  This brought a halt to the flying for 
about 30 minutes.   
 

Meeting Notice 
     The July meeting will be July 7, 2009 and will be at the 
flying field.  The meeting will start at 7:00 PM.  Come early 
and get some flying or just sit back and watch. 

*************** 
HI SKY R/C Club Minutes: June 2, 2009 
Meeting was held at the flying field. 
Meeting called to order at 7:01 PM by President Chris 
Rutter.  14 members were present plus three visitors.   
Minutes:  Minutes were approved as published in the 
newsletter.   
Field Report:  Jim Tartt reported that he would spray 
the weeds again.  Tom mowed the grass area and it 
looks very good.  Much discussion about the condition 
of the tarmac.  We need to cold patch work and seal 
some of the other area. Jim Ruple will talk to Jim about 
our working on the patching.  Work party did a very 
good job.   
Safety Report:  Everything has been pretty safe.  We 
do have a problem with some flyers, mainly helicopter 
and 3D, flying too close to the flight line.  It was 
decided that all flying should be done at minimum of 25 
feet from the safety net.  Please, all flyers comply.   
Treasurers Report:  Ed Anderson was absent.  Chris 
reports that the second half of the Horseshoe deposit 
was made.  We have to pay the remaining in October.   
AJ Lee brought a check for $104.00, which was our 
share of the IMAC meet in Odessa.   
Activities:   

Calling of the Hogs ï Planned for second week 
in September 12

th
 & 13

th
. 

 
Fajita Fun Fly ï Planned for second weekend 
in June 13

th
 & 14

th
.  Landing fee is $5.00 per 

day.  We will get lunch based on the people at 
the meet and get the money then.   
 
Fun Fly ï Planned for July 11

th
. 

 
Electric Fly in ï October 16

th
, 17

th
 & 18

th
.  The 

flyer is available.  Bruce brought the raffle 
tickets.  Drawing will be Saturday at about 4:00 
PM.  Dennis will do a pattern contest on 

 

continued on page 3 
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Porter Wallis and Steve Bird ï Former members of Hi-
Sky R/C Club at the old farts fly in at the Fort Worth 
Thunderbirds field on Benbrook Lake. 
 

**************** 
 
ON THE SAFE SIDE 
Safety Reminders for the New Season 
By AMA Staff 
     AMA would like everyone to have a safe flying year 
with no accidents. Here are some items that might help 
in that regard.  
 
     The first is the use of Li-Poly batteries in our 
models. If you are flying electric airplanes with Li-Poly 
batteries, it is highly recommended that a fire 
extinguisher be kept in your car. Fire caused by Li-Poly 
batteries can happen through a shortage, improper 
charging, or crash damage. Standard household 
extinguishers (Class A, B, C or a combination of these) 
will not put out a lithium fire. Rather, it can increase the 
blaze. Class D extinguishers (metal/sand) are the only 
type capable of putting out flammable metal.  
 
     If a class D fire extinguisher cannot be obtained for 
your vehicle or flying site, at the least, keep buckets of 
sand ready and available should a fire start. (The sand 
must be dry because water reacts with lithium fires to 
make them worse.)  
 
     Second, remember to cycle the batteries in 
transmitters and airplanes to ensure they are up to par. 
Airplanes can go down because either the transmitter 
or the flight pack batteries have failed. If you should by 
chance get your airplane to respond long enough to 
land, do not taxi back toward the pits. Get it down and 

kill the engine. A running airplane with dying batteries 
is little more than a loaded gun waiting to go off and 
injure someone.  
 
     Most folks have a winter project that is now ready 
for a test flight. New airplanes mean new additions to 
the transmitter. Remember to always check to ensure 
it is the correct one for the airplane. Always look to see 
that the control surfaces are moving in the correct 
direction when you are ready to taxi out. Also, as a 
new project, make sure it has been finished with your 
name and address or AMA number.  
              
     Lightning produced by electrical storms can travel 
amazing distances. If you are flying and should see 
lightning in the distance, just think of that radio 
antenna as a lightning rod. Lightning has been known 
to come 10-20 miles across the sky and strike a 
person just standing thereðand that is without a 3-foot 
lightning rod in his or her hand.  
 
     Engine failure on takeoff is a common occurrence. 
Every time, when you taxi out, always think, ñWhat am 
I going to do if the engine quits?ò Remember that the 
best way to land is into the wind and with the wings 
level. If that means a walk out in the weeds a couple of 
hundred yards to get your airplane in one piece, thatôs 
much better than taking a broom or shovel out to the 
middle of the runway to scoop up the pieces.  
              
     Lastly, it is strongly recommended that members do 
not fly alone. In a hobby where things can go out of 
control with the slightest of error, potential dangers are 
not far behind. Itôs helpful to have an extra set of eyes 
to watch for any interferences or problems the pilot 
may not be able to see while following his or her 
model. Better to be overly prepared then under 
prepared. At the very least, you have a buddy to talk to 
and show off for!  

 
********************** 

Picked Up Passing By 
     For a change of pace, read the article about 
converting a glow/gas model to electric.  Some of our 
members have put electric motors on glow models with 
success.  Maybe this will encourage someone to 
convert an AstroHog to electric power for the Hog Fly. 
     The combination to the gate has been changed.  Be 
sure to check with someone if you are not aware of the 
new combination. 
     Be careful and watch for snakes and rattlesnakes in 
particular.  They are active and looking for food.  We 
arenôt food for them, but we do pose a problem for 
them if we are near and startle them.  They startle me 
when I see one!   
 
ñFacts do not cease to exist because they are ignoredò 
         Aldous Huxley 
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

 

Texas Chiefs Open House  

Haskell, TX Model Airport 
June 27, 2009 
 

High Wing Fly In  (Waco, TX)  

Heart of Texas Minature Aircraft Club field 
July 18 & 19, 2009 
Any size high wing $20.00 landing fee  
 

Albuquerque ARCC Competition Fun Fly for 705  

Maloof Airpark (700 foot runway) 
July 25 & 26, 2009 
Fun competition for all skill levels 
 

Do It Yourself  Fly In  

Odessa Model Airport 
August 15 & 16, 2009 
Bring your plane (and food?). 
 

3 rd  Annual Loyd McAlister War Bird Fly In  

Sherman, TX Club Field 
August 22, 2009 
Any size - $15.00 landing fee includes lunch 
 

Plainview Indoor Fly In  

Plainview, Texas 
September 11 & 12, 2009 
This is always a blast 
 

Calling of the Hogs  

Midland Club Field 
September 13 & 14, 2009 
The Astro Hog is 52 years old 
 

Don McKinney Float Fly  

Comanche Trail Park 
September 19 & 20, 2009 
For more info visit www.bsmaa.org 
 

WEST FAC II for 501, 503, 504(JSO)  

Western Region Flying Aces Club 
Gainesville, TX Municipal Airport 
September 25 ï 27, 2009 
This is a great chance to see rubber band powered models 
 

Elephant Butte Float and Fun Fly  

Lionôs Beach at Elephant Butte State Park, NM 
Stealth City Fliers ï Alamogordo, NM 
September 26 & 27, 2009 
Pilotôs entrance fee $5.00 each day-raffles and prizes 
 

Horseshoe Electric Fly In  

Horseshoe Arena Midland, TX 
October 16 ï 18, 2009 
See the enclosed flyer for details 
 

2nd Annual E -Fly Spectacular  

Wichita, Kansas 
December 11 ï 13, 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, details later.  
Old Business:  Still having trouble with locks on the 
gate and shed.  Donôt know who is leaving the lock on 
the numbers, but we need to roll the combination.  
Bruce is changing the combination tonight.  
New Business: None.     
Show and Tell: 
 None 
Club Raffle:  Brushless motor    Jim Ruple    
  Micro Servo           Chris Rutter 
  Speed Controller   Monty Sandefer 
  Micro Horns           Monty Sandefer 
  Electric Prop      Jim Tartt 
 
Next meeting:  At the field, 7:00PM July 7th.   
Meeting adjourned at 7:30M due to inclement weather. 

***************** 
A Note From the AMA Insider's Technical Editor 
A short time ago, a modeler wrote Ed McCollough 
(your humble technical editor) the following:           
     ñNoticed and noted on the foot of page 66 of March 
Model Aviation underneath the picture of the 
Spektrum/JR flight logger, it is recommended that six-
volt battery packs be used on ALL 2.4GHz receivers. 
Called Horizon Hobby on the phone; they confirmed 
this statement. It was suggested the same six volt 
usage for other brands also. Would like to suggest the 
general membership be made aware of this when 2.4 
GHz receivers are used in glow/gas airplanes/helis to 
preclude possible in-flight loss.ò              
     When I read this, I agreed with him and wrote him I 
would get on the problem. Please, read what he wrote 
and consider it very, very carefully. Unfortunately, the 
answer to his question hasnôt been that quick or easy, 
but for the time being, here it is:               
     If you are flying a 2.4 GHz system, follow the 
manufacturersô specifications for the voltage. If you are 
using a separate voltage pack for the receiver, be 
absolutely sure it has enough voltage to run the 
receiver. A common 5.0-volt receiver pack may not 
have sufficient voltage to run your particular receiver. 
Actually, if you used a six-volt pack and it was 
adequately charged, it should be sufficient, regardless 
of the manufacturer.               
     There is one problem, when using a six-volt pack if 
it isnôt required by the manufacturer of your system. 
That problem will likely happen if you are using digital 
servos. If you drive some digital servos with six volts, 
there is a high probability you will damage the servos 
because of the higher voltage. Remember, if the 
servos fail, it wonôt make much difference that your 
receiver is still working.               
     You always need to be flying with a functional 
receiver pack, one that is as close to fully charged as 
possible. Remember, insufficient volts to the receiver 
and you crash.               
     Lastly, as in all things, and in all cases, read the 
instructions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

continued from page 1 
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How to Convert a Gas Model to All Electric 
By Melvin S. Harder 
From the Rogue Eagles R.C. Club, Medford, Oregon 
              
     1. Determine weight from catalogue. In the case of the Ultra Stick 120, the published weight is nine to 11 pounds. 
An electric conversion will weigh about 10 pounds, total flying weight.  
              
     2. Determine desired performance. I selected unlimited aerobatic performance and 3-D; 150- to 200-watts-per-
pound. 746 watts=one horsepower. 
              
     3. Motor selection. Ten pounds x 150 to 200 watts=1,500 to 2,000 max watts capability motor. I selected a Hacker 
C50-7XL, which has a max watts capability of 1,700 watts (again, watts=power). Select your motor based on cost, 
quality, and personal preference; my buddy has one. Thereôs a lot to choose from.  
              
     4. Use the software program Moto Calc (motocalc.com).  
        a. Enter in: wingspan, wing area, weight, wing loading, and wing shape.  
        b. Enter in: motor constant, no-load current, resistance, weight, brushless, and out runner or in runner.  
        c. Enter in: gear ratio, propeller diameter (from motor recommendation range), and propeller pitch (from motor 
recommendation range).  
        d. You get from the Moto Calc calculated spread sheet: stall level, level flight speed, top speed, thrust, and max 
amps. 
              
     5. The speed of the propeller is regulated by the ESC, which regulates the frequency of the max ampsðlow speed 
is less frequent, high speed is more frequent. Pulse technology.  
              
     6. ESC. From the max amps listed in Moto Calc, plus a little head room, select an ESC. Moto Calc told me that my 
max amps was 107.5 so I selected a Castle Creations Phoenix 125 (max capability of 125 amps). Again, ESC 
selection depends on cost, quality, and personal preference. There is a lot to choose from.  
              
     7. Use Moto Calc for a battery recommendation starting point. Battery capacity is the batteryôs C rating multiplied by 
amps (5,000 mAh=5 amps). For me, 25C x 5 amps=125 amps drawn capacity. 125 amp>107.5 amps.  
              
     8. The battery tray is formed using 1/8-inch plywood and some ¼ x ¼-inch guide rails on both sides of the tray. I 
used a Velcro strap to hold the battery in place.  
              
     9. For an electric airplane, the CG is constant; no gas is used causing the CG to move backwards during flight. 
Battery placement is used to balance the model.  
              
     10. Safety  
         a. Mount servo switch and motor arming plug well behind the propellerðbest so you can stand behind the wing, 
well away from the propeller.  
         b. Keep in mind that electric motors have 100% torque at 1 rpm. Gas motors build up to that point.  
         c. Starting sequence  
            i. Put throttle in middle position  
            ii. Turn transmitter on  
            iii. Turn servo switch on  
            iv. Check control surfaces  
            v. Plug motor arming plug (motor will make a tweaking sound)  
              
     When you are standing at the pilot station, move the throttle back to the idle position, which will arm the motor 
(motor will make another tweaking sound). You are ready to fly. 
 
Editors Note:  To get the Motocalc program, go to www.motocalc.com and download the program.  There is a cost to use it beyond 
a thirty day period. 
 

 

 

 

http://www.motocalc.com/
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From the Robbins Nest:  

 

 

I managed to get our HI-SKY logo updated and into a digital format.  You should start seeing copies appearing on our 
newsletter, and our website soon.   I have included it at the start of my page for your review.  I think it turned out really 
nice, and can be modified easily at any time.  
 

HI-SKY R/C AT THE HORSESHOE UPDATE:  We are still making progress for the Horseshoe event, scheduled for 
October, 16-18, 2009.  This three day event is slowly starting to take shape.  Thanks to Bruce Hoover, the tickets have 
been printed, and the first distribution to club members took place at our last meeting.  If you have already sold some 
tickets, bring the stubs (and your money) to the next meeting so we can get the stubs into the raffle can. 
 
I also started a discussion thread on ñezoneò, where events and contests are listed and discussed.  Response has 
been good, even four months out, and I anticipate a good turnout.  Here is the link for the thread, and you can see 
what folks are saying about our event.  Just retype the address into the address box at the top of your internet 
explorer. 
 
http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?t=1068024 
 
I plan to post this link on all the other local ñfly-in threadsò, so everyone who attends these will see the link and info 
about our Horseshoe venue.  Itôs a great way to get the information out.  I will also contact some large vendors, like 
Fancy Foam, and 3D hobbyshop and personally invite the owners to come fly with us.  I know them both, and they 
often come to these type events if they can work it into their schedule. 
 
Be sure to come to the meeting, and see what raffle prizes will be available to win! 
 
Keep it low and slowéé..Dennis Robbins 
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Here are the arestiôs for the pattern contest, which will be held on Saturday.  
 
 The F3P-D pattern is very basic, and is designed to give everyone a taste of pattern flying.  The maneuvers are easy, 
but to complete them perfectly is where the challenge begins! 
 

 

The maneuvers for the C & D sequences are all flown in the same direction, giving the pilot time to set up for the next 
maneuver. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

The C sequence is for those who want a challenge, and to begin working on a more competitive schedule.   
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The A sequence is a more advanced schedule, designed for those with experience. 
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