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Meeting Notice:  The July meeting will be held at the 

flying field July 6, 2010 at 7:00 PM.  Come early and fly 
or to watch others fly. 
 

HI SKY R/C Minutes:                      June 1, 2010 
 
Meeting was held at the Club Field. 
 
The Meeting was called to order at 6:55 PM by 
Secretary Ralph Gillette acting as president because all 
other officers were absent.   
 
Minutes:  The minutes were approved as published in 
the newsletter. 
 
Treasurerôs Report:  Henry Smith read the treasurerôs 
report.  We have money in the checking, savings 
account and CD accounts.  Ed had paid the KDM 
invoice since the last meeting. 
 
Field Report:  The field looks pretty good but needs 
some work.  There will be a work day on Saturday June 
5 to tidy up some things.  The weeds in the cracks 
need to be cut down.  Be careful to not remove any 
asphalt while doing this.  The grass in the rough has 
been mowed thanks to Tom Kuhn.  There was no 
report on cost to rent a vacuum truck to remove the 

A Lesson in How to Crash 
From the newsletter of the Silent Electric Flyers, San 
Diego 
 
     I recently destroyed a very nice aerobatic 49-inch 
Yak. Not really a great thing to do, but it happened and 
I hope by telling my story I can save at least one other 
pilot from doing the same. 
 
     I had just finished putting some very detailed cockpit 
work in a very nice Cermark 49-inch Yak 54 so I could 
enter it in to the 2010 Spring Fling Scale contest. I had 
earlier increased the power to 4S and had to beef up 
the motor mount with added carbon fiber along the top 
and sides to hold the now nearly 1,000 watts it could 
develop, so I was confident it would perform very 
nicely. 
 
     In full-scale aviation, we always say it takes two or 
three problems to make a crash, as we are trained to 
recover from one problem at a time. I think this story 
bears that axiom out. It took three distinct errors on the 
pilotôs part to create an unrecoverable situation. 
 
     It started with my desire to fly one afternoon after I 
had just finished the above modifications and checked 
the balance and control throws in my shop. Because of 
all the things needing to be done, it got later and later 
in the day before I got out to the field. By the time I got 
settled in and ready for takeoff the sun was very low on 
the horizon, but the wind had calmed down a lot (error 
one). 
 
     I did my preflight and noticed that I had a little extra 
throw in the surfaces, but thatôs okay, I wanted to be 
sure I could recover from any attitude I got into during 
the trim flight (error two). 
 
     I took off and climbed out to the west, noticing I 
needed to adjust the elevator a little for smooth, level 
flight. While doing this, I let the airplane get a long 
ways downwind to the east (error three). As I started to 
turn toward me to come back to the center of the field, I 
over rotated due to the larger-than-needed throws of 
the ailerons, and due to the low sun angle I lost 
orientation of how far Iôd banked and in my attempt to 

continued on page 2 
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From the Robbins Nest: 
 

Once again, Plainview hosted a fly-in during the month of June.  The turnout was light, but the flying wasnôt!  
With only about 10 or so pilots, we could fly non-stop.  Have you ever flown so much that you actually got tired of 
flying?  Thatôs Plainview.  Royce and Britton May and the SPEF (South Plains Electric Flyers) hosted an 
excellent gathering of indoor electric flyers.  The next opportunity for this same type of fun will be in September, 
so think about attending and trying your skills indoors.  You wonôt be disappointed. Hope you enjoy the photos. 
 

       
Gary Jones and his Cutlass, and no, we did NOT trash the plane. 
The photographer was just goofing around, or maybe the photographer  
Was the goofy one! 
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 James and Joe taking it easy!                My son, Justin, taking a break from Texas Tech! 
 

 
                       Monty and Britton posing for the camera. 
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My cousin, Mike Robbins, doing some close-in hovering. 
 

 
If we stick one in the rafters, no problem.  We just bring in 
The ole full scale cherry picker! 
 

                                 
                             Someone besides me likes yellow planes 



HI -SKY R/C FLYER   5 

   
And here I am with the new Fancy Foam Fenix.  My original prototype design  
for the Fenix can be seen below.  More about this lateré.These photos were taken 
 by Mike Robbins. 
 

                
 

Keep it low and slow,       Dennis Robbins 
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loose gravel. 
 
Safety Report:  There have been no problems at the 
field.  There was a warning about snakes again.  Jim 
Ruple reminded everyone of the AMA requirement to 
have ownership in each model we fly.  This helps 
identify the plane if there is a flyaway. 
 
Activities:  Fajita Fun Fly - June 13, 2010  
                   Fly What You Bring Pylon race ï July 3, 
2010 
                   Callinô of the Hogs - August 21 and 22, 
2010 
 
Old Business:  None 
 
New Business:  None 
 
Show and Tell:  None 
 
Next Meeting:   At the field, July 6 at 7:00 PM. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:10 PM 
 

******************** 
The following was published in the December 1989 
issue of RC Modeler Magazine.  I have been given 
permission to reprint the poem here by RCM Plans 
(email address: rcmplans.com) 

Co-Pilot Views 
By Rose Benavente 

 
They call you Tailspinners, and though itôs just a name. 
Some pilots stay obscure, and some go on to fame. 
But fame isnôt what itôs all about, except to a very few. 
Itôs getting together with the guys, that feel the same 
as you. 
Whether single-wing or bi-plane, homemade, plans or 
kit. 
If youôre looking for a hobby, fellows, Shucks, this is 
really it. 
Itôs the building, sanding, covering and making it your 
own. 
And to keep your wife from nagging, you still spend 
your nights at home. 
But weekends give us blue skies, regardless of time of 
year. 
Why, to just take off and land in one piece, makes a 
guy want to cheer. 
Now thereôs another side of this story, fellows,            
to be fair just must be told. 
Itôs called ñThe Old Hanger Blues,ò where men must be 
brave and bold. 
Now thereôs more time spent in the hanger, than ever 
up in the sky. 
Yeah, but when we finally get that baby to loop, gosh, 
we get ten feet high! 

Repairs for that torn fuselage, a busted wing or two. 
Replace a servo, hinge or prop, or even just use more 
glue. 
Thereôs cussinô yourself for stupid mistakes, you tell 
your kids not to do. 
Well, pardon my new chicken-stick, Dad look what just 
happened to you. 
ñAw, the kids made me nervousò or ñI was tired and 
tried to hurry.ò 
ñWho in the heck moved my tools?ò boy, even the dog 
and cat scurry. 
Now a wise wife keeps a coffee pot, a cold can or two 
on hand. 
In case a buddy shows up to help, or discuss the latest 
quarter-scale plan. 
So thatôs the way it is guys, call it what you will. 
But to be a part of the model plane sport, Really, itôs a 
thrill. 
             Keep óem flying, fellows. 

************************ 

Picked Up Passing By 
 
     This issue has the last article on ñ3-Dò flying.  I 
hope this series has been interesting and informative.  
I know I have enjoyed reading it, but I wonôt try some 
of the techniques discussed.  I know my limits when it 
comes to controlling a model airplane. 
 
     The Saturday work day was well attended.  Jim 
Tartt picked a day that was warm, but too hot to do 
what was planned.  I think I counted 8 persons that 
morning.  The field looked good and the grass had 
been mowed.  Thank you Tom. 
 
     The Fajita Fly In had a good attendance with about 
14 flyers signed up despite the winds.  Several people 
even flew in the 25 to 35 mph winds.  As a result, the 
planes went very slow to the Southwest and very fast 
toward the Northeast.  Only one plane was dinged up.  
And it looked like it would fly again with some glue 
applied at the right places.  There was a break in the 
flying and visiting about 11:25 AM when the food 
arrived.  We had a new member sign up during the 
morning.  Christian also got to use the ñbuddy boxò and 
fly the clubôs trainer. Everyone, please welcome 
Christian Owen to the Hi-Sky R/C Club. 
 
     Take a look at the ñFor Saleò sheet.  Even if youôre 
not looking for a plane, there may be something that 
catches your eye and you decide that you need it. 
 
I had more pictures from the IMAC, but no space to put 
them.  Maybe later. 
 
ñOne of the secrets in life is to make stepping stones 
out of stumbling blocks.ò   - Jack Penn 
 
ñAge in a question of mind over matter.  If you donôt 
mind, it doesnôt matter.ò  - Satchel Page 
 
 
 
 
 
 

continued from page 1 
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

 

First Annual Charity Fun Fly  

Georgetown Aero Modeler Assn. field 
July 10, 2010 
 

West Texa s Warbirds  

Abernathy Muni Airport 
August 6 ï 8, 2010 
Open to all RC military aircraft in markings 
 

Do it Yourself Fun Fly  

Odessa Club Field 
August 14 & 15, 2010 
You provide ï anything that flies. 
 

Calling of the Hogs  

Midland Club Field 
August 21 & 22, 2010 

 

14 th  Annual Texoma IMAC Challenge  

Sherman, TX  Pete Darter Field 
September 4 & 5, 2010 

 

Big Spring Float Fly  

Comanche Trail Lake ï Big Spring 
September 11 & 12, 2010 
 

******************** 

2010 Permian Basin IMAC Classic 
     The 2010 Permian Basin IMAC Classic was held May 29 
and 30 at the Odessa Field.  This has become a joint venture 
between the Midland and Odessa Clubs and several club 
members participated again this year.  19 pilots participated 
in this yearôs contest.  David McKandles, AJ Lee, and Rick 
Strange represented our club.  This was Davidôs first IMAC 
contest and he finished in third place in the Basic category.  
AJ and Rick finished with their planes intact.   Jon Wheeler 
was the Contest Scoring Director and Bruce Hoover 
contributed several hours helping with concessions.  Several 
other club members came out to watch.  If we missed any 
other volunteers, please let us know.  A contest like this 
cannot take place without significant volunteer help and we 
appreciate everyoneôs efforts.   

 
AJ Lee with the plane he didnôt crash! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

recover I must have thought I was inverted and zigged 
when I should have zagged.  End result was a near 
full-power dive into the ground instead of pulling up 
smartly.  So how could I have avoided this  loss of a 
very nice and near new airplane? 
 
     1. Donôt get in a hurry to go do a flight. If itôs 3:30 
p.m. when you leave for the field in the winter, it will be 
dark in only 1.5-2 hours. 
 
     2. A headwind is a good thing, dead calm requires 
more roll out and longer takeoffs. 
 
     3. Larger surface throws are inherently bad for 
control. Use small, reasonable throws and check that 
the surfaces are in line with the wing or tail fixed 
surface for easier flight control. 
 
     4. Keep your situational awareness! Donôt let one 
aspect of flying (for example trimming) get in the way 
of overall flight path control. If you get too far away 
with an ñactiveò model, youôll have more problems 
keeping it under control.  

************ 

 
Parker Rathbone finished 1

st
 in Basic IMAC  

 
David McKandles first time to try IMAC 
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