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Watch for these fellows.  You won‘t see them with a 
smile on their face!  They are out for the warm weather.  
I saw one crossing the road north of the flying field. 

 
Meeting Notice: 
     The May meeting will be at the flying field again.  
The meeting will be May 4, 2010 and will start at 7:00 

A Micro Drop Glue Applicator for Indoor Models 
By Roy Bourke-Markham Indoor Group 
From Sam Speaks as printed in The AMA Insider 
 
     One of the secrets of building light indoor models is 
to pay attention to the glue joints. Excess glue is heavy, 
and does not necessarily add strength to the joint. A 
good glue applicator can go a long way to ensure the 
accurate placement of just the right amount of glue to 
each joint. 

 
         

     The accompanying sketch shows an excellent glue 
bottle that can be used with acetone-thinned white glue 
(Weldbond) or aliphatic (Titebond), as used on indoor 
models. (Incidentally, I did not design this glue bottle. It 
is available commercially for the USA, but it is much 
cheaper to make one yourself.) 
 
     The best poly-bottle to use is a small food coloring 
bottle (e.g. McCormack‘s food coloring), but there are 
several other poly-bottles that could be used with minor 
modifications to the design. Begin by bending a piece 
of 3/32-inch aluminum tubing to the shape shown, and 
fit it to the plug that comes with the poly-bottle that you 

continued on page 2 

continued on page 3 



HI-SKY R/C FLYER  2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PM.  Come early and fly or watch others fly. 
 
HI SKY R/C Club Minutes:    April 6, 2010  
 

Meeting was held at the Club Field. 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Chris 
Rutter.  16 members and 1 guest were present.     
 
Minutes:  Minutes were approved as published in the 
newsletter.   
 
Field Report:  Field looks pretty good but is still in 
need of some work.  Jim Tartt has set up a workday for 
Saturday, April 10

th
 at 8:30AM.  Need to bring weed 

eaters and blowers.  Going to seal and put up some 
new safety fencing, we need to change out some of 
the of the lighter weight netting.  Jim asked for and 
received $110 for tar and asphalt.   
Bruce Hoover talked about the work that went into 
getting the mesquite cleared and the caliche moved.  A 
big thanks to Wally for bringing his tractor out. 
  
Safety Report:  Everything has been safe.  So far 
there have been no problems and no snakes.  So safe 
it is unreal.      

   
Treasurers Report: We have money in the checking, 
savings and CD accounts.      
 
Activities:   
 

IMAC – We will join Odessa club again this 
year.  Meet planned for May 29/30. 

 
Calling of the Hogs – Third weekend in August 

21
st
 and 22

nd
. 

 
Fajita Fun Fly – Second weekend in June 12

th
 

& 13
th
. 

 
Fun Flies – April 24

th
 is the first 

 
             July 3

rd
 is second and will include 

pylon racing. 
 

Old Business:  Cancel motion to purchase female 
Porta Potty. 

 
New Business: Bruce Hoover reported that Gilbert 
Hernandez won 1

st
 place in the Open B Class Combat 

and 3
rd

 Place in the SSC Combat at the Lone Start 
Nationals.  Congratulations to Gil. 
It was also reported that Rick Strange won 1

st
 

Intermediate at the El Paso Contest. 
Bruce Hoover moved and Jim Ruple seconded that we 
purchase the FAI raffle tickets for club awards, should 

we win anything.  Approved. 
 
Bruce says he has a place in Post that we can use for 
Slope Soaring.  Talk to Bruce about when and where. 
 
Show and Tell: 
Bruce Hoover brought his semi-new Flash electric 
pylon racer.  Says it starts to flutter at about 160MPH. 
 
Club Raffle:    
 Glow Starter  Luis Sanchez 
 Fuel Pump   P. Wheeler 
 
Next meeting:  At the Field, 7:00PM May 4th.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:30PM. 
   

********************** 

Tips & Tricks 
 

     The first tip is from Bill Womble who is repairing his 
Hangar-9 P-51D: Bill needed to repair a few cracks in 
the balsa skins of his airplane‘s wing near the root rib. 
He removed the flap servo, and realigned the pieces of 
balsa. Bill then reinforced the area by laying a piece of 
fiberglass drywall tape, adhesive side to the balsa, 
over the cracked area and drizzled CA onto the balsa 
and tape. This made a quick, effective repair. 
 
     The second tip is from an anonymous source: If you 
need an air scoop, use a portion of a plastic spoon. 
Glue it to the wing or fuselage, fair it in, and paint it to 
match the structure. Looks great! 
 
     Third tip: When repairing Coroplast airplanes, it is 
essential that all oils are removed from the surfaces to 
be glued. One method is similar to that used in 
repairing balsa airplanes—wipe down the surfaces 
with a degreaser, then wipe again with alcohol. This 
will remove 99% of the oils and glue will adhere to the 
surfaces. The best glue to use is a contact cement 
such as 3M‘s Super 77. 
 
     Fourth tip: The best way I am aware of to prevent 
your landing gear wheels from falling off the axles is to 
thread the axle and fix the wheel with an aircraft (self-
locking) nut. It will not fall off!  (Editors note:- I havenôt 
seen any axles that I could thread with any threading 
tools I have.  Those axles are HARD.) 
 
From Flightplan, Flight Masters Model Airplane Club, 
Fort Smith, Arkansas 
 
     I have found the best way for me to keep wheels 
from falling off the axles is to grind a small flat near the 
end of the axle, install and tighten a wheel collar at the 
flat.  Then I put a short length of fuel tubing over the 
end of the axle up to the wheel collar.  I forgot to 
mention leave a short length of axle for fuel tubing.  
   

continued from page 1 
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C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S  

 

Fort Worth Thunderbirds Memorial Fly In 

Fort Worth Thunderbirds Field 
May 15, 2010 
$10 landing fee with a free lunch for pilots 
 

ARKS Annual Fun Fly 

Amarillo Club Field 
May 22 – 23, 2010 
Open flying, contest, prizes and raffles 
 

Midland ð Odessa IMAC 

Odessa Club Field 
May 29 – 30, 2010 
Make plans to help out with this event 
 

Fajita Fun Fly 

Midland Club Field 
June 12 & 13, 2010 

 

Big Spring Fly In and Swap Meet 

Big Spring Field (500 ft long runway) 
June 19 & 20, 2010 
Hwy 350 North – 5 miles north of Big Spring 
 

North Dallas Spring Combat 

North Dallas RC Club Field 
June 19, 2010 
Hard hats required! 
 

Calling of the Hogs 

Midland Club Field 
August 21 & 22, 2010 

 

Big Spring Float Fly 

Comanche Trail Lake – Big Spring 
September 11 & 12, 2010 
 

How's Your Nicads? 
By Ted Brindle 
From the Suffolk Aero Modelers, Long Island, New York  
 
     The Nicad batteries that we use in our transmitters and 
aircraft wear out with time. If you have a battery pack that is 
more than three years old, you should be keeping a close 
check on it by cycling every month. If it is five years or older, 
you should replace it and be sure to properly dispose of the 
old cells. So, how do we tell the age of our batteries?  
      Most Futaba battery packs and individual Sanyo battery 
cells (which most OEM radio manufacturers use) have a two-
letter date code stamped somewhere on the pack or cell. 
The first letter of the code is the year of manufacture and the 
second letter is the month of manufacture. 1996=A, 1997=B, 
1998=C, etc. January=A, February=B, March=C, etc. 
      If you have a battery or pack with a date code of IB, it 
was manufactured in February of 2004. Probably still okay 
but keep a close check on it. The pack in my 8UAF 
transmitter was ZF, or June of 1995 so I replaced it. I found 
one pack with a date code of WC which translates to 1992; 

replaced that one without question.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

are using. (Make sure you make the lower bend such 
that you can still insert the plug into the bottle without 
interference from the tubing.) 
 
     Drill a small hole (.016) in the upper bend for the 
wire tip cleaner, then cover the bend with a short piece 
of silicone fuel line. Add a piece of shrinkable tubing 
over the silicone tubing, shrink in place, trim, then add 
the Pic Micro Dropper tip to the end of the aluminum 
tubing. Make up the wire tip cleaner, and insert it             
backwards through the nozzle to pierce a hole in the 
silicone and shrinkable tubings. Finally, reinsert the tip 
cleaner from the back end of the nozzle, and the glue 
bottle is complete. 
 
     To use the bottle, simply draw the wire tip cleaner 
back only far enough to clear the narrow part of the 
bore of the Pic nozzle, tip the bottle, and squeeze. You 
will find you have excellent control of the amount of 
glue that appears at the tip. During storage, the tip 
cleaner is left fully inserted to seal off the nozzle. Since             
polyethylene does allow some evaporation of the 
acetone, you should check the thickness of the glue 
periodically, and add acetone as necessary.  
 

Rules for Being Human 

From WingFlaps 
Windom Eagles Model Airplane Club 
 
     1.  You will receive a body. You may like it or hate 
it, but it‘s yours for the entire period. 
     2.  You will learn lessons.  You are enrolled in a full 
time informal school called ―life‖. 
     3.  There are no mistakes, only lessons.  Growth is 
a process of trial, error, and experimentation.  The 
―failed‖ experiments are as much a part of the process 
as the experiments that ultimately ―work‖. 
     4.  Lessons are repeated until they are learned.  A 
lesson will be presented to you in various forms until 
you have learned it.  When you have learned it, you go 
on to the next lesson. 
     5.  Learning lessons does not end.  There‘s no part 
of life that doesn‘t contain its lessons.  If you‘re alive, 
that means there are still lessons to be learned. 
     6.  ―There‖ is better place than ―here‖.  When your 
―there‖ has become a ―here‖, you will simply obtain 
another ―there‖ that will again look better than ―here‖. 
     7.  Other people are merely mirrors of you.  You 
cannot love or hate something about another person 
unless it reflects something you love or hate about 
yourself. 
     8.  What you make of your life is up to you.  You 
have all the tools and resources you need.  What you 
do with them is up to you.  The choice is yours. 
     9.  Your answers lie within you.  The answers to life 
lie within you.  All you need to do is look, listen, and 
trust. 
    10.  You will forget all of this. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

continued from page 1 
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Learning to 3-D and 3-D Well; Part 3 of 5: High Alpha Knife-Edge Flight 
By Jeremy Chin 
From the Mid Atlantic Radio Kontrol Society, Snow Hill, Maryland 

 In the previous articles, you got the right equipment (both virtual and real) and you learned how to fly a Harrier. 
Then you expanded your 3-D horizons by learning to fly an Inverted Harrier. You are well on your way to building a 
solid base of fundamental 3-D skill. 

Next in line is another fundamental skill that can be built upon later. It is time to learn to do a High Alpha Knife 
Edge.  

If you followed earlier suggestions to build your basic aerobatic skill set, you learned to fly a Knife Edge during 
that effort. If not, then go back and learn to fly it. Make sure you can fly both left tip down and right tip down, and both 
orientations with the top and the belly of the airplane toward yourself. This basic aerobatic skill can also be developed 
quickly using the simulator. 

If and when you are comfortable flying regular Knife Edge flight, you are ready for the next step in your 3-D 
education: High Alpha Knife Edge. This name is really just the common name for flying Knife Edge at a high angle of 
attack. 

To learn this skill, start by flying a regular Knife Edge down the field repeatedly. As you fly, gradually increase 
the rudder deflection, while balancing that against changes in throttle. Some airplanes require more throttle, some 
less. All have a point of equilibrium that you must find on your own. 

This skill can be learned at any lower altitude, but I‘ve found that having the lower wingtip at around eye level 
is the most effective. This altitude gives enough time to roll the airplane back to level in the event of a problem, but is 
not too high to allow good vision of the airplane. 

You may find that the airplane you are flying will require a higher angle of attack in high-angle-of-attack Knife 
Edge than it did for Harrier flight. This is because the fuselage typically has less area than the wings do, and thus 
requires a higher angle of attack, more power, or both, to maintain a flat heading. You may also find that you need 
some aileron correction or elevator correction to keep the airplane on the same heading while in High Alpha Knife 
Edge. Fly the airplane in this case rather than relying on a mix. I‘ve found that rarely are mixes effective in maintaining 
High Alpha Knife Edge when compared to regular Knife Edge. 

Perform the same exercise in both directions down the field, and both directions with both orientations to 
yourself. When you feel comfortable in all orientations, begin to make circles with the airplane. Use your elevator to 
‗steer‘ the airplane in your intended direction. Practice this skill repeatedly until you feel comfortable in all attitudes and 
orientations, and turning in all directions.  

When you have mastered High Alpha Knife Edge and flying upright and inverted Harriers, you are ready to 
move on to two more advanced 3-D skills: The Hover/Torque Roll and the Rolling Harrier. Each will be covered in 

 
 

This Years First Fun Fly 
One day later than scheduled.  But worth the wait!  We were greeted with clear weather and light breezes on Sunday 
April 25

th
 for the 1

st
 fun fly of the year. Attendance was the best we have had in several years. We had 12 pilots 

entered and the competition was fierce!  
The contest tasks were a 3 ½ minute blind flight, the most loops in one minute, 5 lap taxi pylon race, spot landing, 30 
second climb and glide.  I think the two most fun were the 5 lap taxi pylon race and the spot landing contest.  When I 
told the pilots we were going to race around pylons on the ground I got quite a few moans and groans from them.  
They thought this would be a piece of cake but to their surprise it was a little tougher than expected.  The spot landing 
event went well, just about everyone except our Prez.  and Rick used the club trainer for their landings.  If you hit the 
bull‘s-eye you were awarded 100 points, the next ring was 50 points, and the third ring was 25 points.  Everyone was 
given 3 tries and the points were added together. 
All of the scores were normalized except the spot landing points.   
The winners are as follows:  1st David Mccandles 390pts,  2

nd
 Dennis Paschell 375pts,  3

rd
 Gil Hernandez 365pts , 4

th
 

Bruce Hoover 360pts,  5
th 

Jim Ruple,  6
th
  Rick Strange , 7

th
  Tony Lara,   8

th 
 Chris Rutter ,  9

th
  Louis Sanchez ,  10

th
  

Kevin Gillette,  11
th, 

 Ralph Gillette,  12
th
  Mike Scott. 

We took up a collection and had Domino‘s pizza deliver some pies for lunch.  A great event and a great time in the sun 
for the Hi Sky R/C Club.  The next fun fly is coming up June 12

th
  ―The Annual Fajita Fun Fly‖.  Be there or be Square! 

Until next time, cool breezes and happy flying!  (but not too breezy) 
Bruce 
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From the Robbins Nest: 

 

TINY indoor fly -in: San Angelo,TX:  The San Angelo club once again hosted their 4
th

 annual indoor venue.  This event was 

held on March 5-7
th

, and as always was a great time.  They had numerous contests and events throughout the weekend 

which gave everyone an opportunity to compete in some form or fashion. Everything from balloon busts, to ñall up/last 

downò, F3P pattern and freestyle we offered to those wanting to compete. 

  

Iôll include some of my favorite photos lifted from the internet which represent just a small part of the fun had by all. 

 

April 23 -25
th

 South Plains electric flyers event in Plainview, TX: Many of us will be heading North to Plainview (3 hr 

drive) to attend their very popular indoor venue held at the Ollie Liner Center.  Anytime we get to fly indoors is always 

awesome, but the Plainview and San Angelo event are just special, and itôs because of the great West Texas folks who make 

these events happen. 

 

Make plans to attend, even if for only one day, because youôll get to see some really unique planes, and fly with some 

unique folks as well.  (that is meant as a compliment!) 

 

Now for the San Angelo photos: This first set was taken by my cousin,  

Mike Robbins 
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And the following photos were by Richard N .  
 

   
 

   

 

   
 

   
 


