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Meeting Notice:

Please note: The November meeting will be held
November 10, 2009 in the Activity Building of the First
Baptist Church. The meeting will start at 7:00 PM.
This is a change caused by a scheduling conflict with
First Baptist Activities. We need to nominate officers
for the coming year.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkx

HI SKY R/C Club Minutes: October 6, 2009

Meeting was held at the Baptist Church.

Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Chris
Rutter. 22 members were present plus two guests,
Chris Little and Taff Huber of Golden Suzuki-Honda of
Odessa

Chris and Taff have started a hobby shop at the
dealership. Mostly RTF planes, cars and helicopters.
Very interesting looking ParkZone P51 RTF. It
reportedly flies very well and it looks good also.

Minutes: Minutes were approved as published in the
newsletter.

Field Report: Jim Tartt reported that the field is in
pretty good shape. Jim says we are about half done
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Improving Poorly Controlled, Dangerous

Takeoffs
By Jim Devine

How often have you seen an airplane that is taking
off veer toward the pilot stations? Usually the pilot
gives the engine more gas and, using the ailerons,
yanks the airplane back to the right. Occasionally, the
airplane continues to the left, clears the safety barriers,
and heads for the people in the pits and the cars just
beyond.

If you have poorly controlled, potentially dangerous
takeoffs, try practicing control of your aircraft on the
runway. First, check the wheels and make sure they
have a little toe-in. Also, the wheels should not
continue to spin when given a flick. To create friction
and avoid free-wheeling, slip a 3/16-inch long piece of
fuel line on the axle and push the retainer collar in tight.
With proper adjustment, the wheels will turn only if you
push them with your finger. This braking action allows
for a high idle speed without the airplane moving, which
reduces the chance of the engine dying when the idle
is too low. This also helps stop an airplane that might
otherwise roll off the end of a runway during landing.

Choose a day when the wind is light and the runway
i snét being used. Practi cg
length of the runway, using the rudder for control. Stay
within a few feet of the yellow center line. When you
have mastered taxiing at slow speed, click the throttle
up another notch or two and keep practicing. With
enough practice and a slow, smooth application of
power, you can approach takeoff speed while moving
down the center of the runway. You also can practice
aborting the flight by shy
to lose directional control of the airplane.

With this improved directional control and practice at
aborting a poorly controlled airplane, your takeoffs will
be much safer and a pleasure to watch.
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continued from page 1

with the asphalt patching, but will wait till spring to
finish up.

Safety Report: AJ reports that safety has been good.
Cold weather has driven mi
underground, but when it gets warm and the sun is out
we still need to be watchful.

Treasurers Report: Ed Anderson says we have
money in the bank and he has transferred enough out
of the money market fund to pay the Horseshoe their
last payment for the fly-in.

Activities:

Electric Fly in i October 16", 17" & 18™.
Dennis has several very good items for the
pilots raffle, 6 Castle speed controllers, glue, a
light kit and a flight box. Bruce Hoover moved
and Jim Ruple seconded to buy one of
Denni sbés foamybds for t
approved. Jeff Laufer moved and Bruce
Hoover seconded that we spend $18.00 for
Dennis to print 100 business cards for the
club, which was approved. Dennis says we
are ready for the fly-in and should have a good
crowd of flyers.

Discussed and approved a max entry fee of
%50.00 for a family. According to the AMA,
anybody flying at a sanctioned event must
have an AMA card, which well limit our offer to
let spectators fly the Vapor to get their interest

up.

Jeff Laufer handed out flyers to go to offices
and other locations for publicity.

Bruce Hoover will handle the raffle.

Chris Rutter, Gene Laughlin and Ralph Gillette
will work registration.

San Angelo i October 10™ & 11™.
Old Business:

Report back on the RC Car Track. Club buys
a membership in ROAR Car Club for $35.00
per year. Drivers need to belong to ROAR, at
$30.00/yr to use the track. This gives
$1,000,000 liability insurance coverage.
Dennis Robins brought up the fact that the Hi
Sky RC club would have to be policing two
different entities and that we could lose control
of the club for aircraft purposes. Gene
Laughlin brought up the idea that bringing in

the car guys would only promote the club. Jim
Ruple moved and Bruce Hoover seconded
that we go forward with track details, such as
designs and layouts, which was approved.

We received the frequency analyzer from
AMA. Jim Ruple took it out to the field during
the week, when there were no flyers. He says
we are getting hit sporadically on the 11 & 12
channels. The North side of the shed is
getting hit very badly. Chris Rutter will go out
and check it again, then put together a report
for submission to AMA.

Turned in raffle tickets and money.

New Business:

Jim Ruple suggested that we need to start
meeting at the field until the time changes so
we can take advantage of the flying. Jim Tartt
moved and Bruce Hoover seconded that we
plan to meet from May to September at the
field, which was approved.

Rick Strange brought up the new Sport Pylon
event that is being started. He was specifically
wondering about how much interest there is in
the club to get this started, because it does
take a special plane and engine. There was
some discussion and agreement that it would
be interesting. We will look at this again to
have a race in the April/May time frame, when
we set the activities for next year.

Show and Tell:
None.
Club Raffle:
Pete Wheeler -- ESC and Electric Prop
Ralph Gillette -- Motor and Servo
Bruce Hoover -- Connectors

Monty Sandefer -- Connector

Next meeting: At the Baptist Church, 7:00PM
November 10th.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.
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APropell ers are
harm while vigorously
By George Aldrich
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

3rd Annual Float Fly

Camp Joy Park, Lake Worth, TX
November 1, 2009

Fort Worth T-birds Fun Float Fly

2nd Annual E -Fly Spectacular
Wichita, Kansas
December 117 13, 2009

TIPS AND TRICKS

0 Taken from the Talon Tales newsletter, Schoolcratft,
Michigan (collected from various sources)

Captured on Tape

Before cutting steel control cable, wrap it tightly with masking
tape to prevent the strands from unraveling as you cut. It
makes it easier to solder into a threaded push rod end too.
Remember to wear safety goggles.

Paper Circles

Use a paper punch to cut out little circles of gummed paper.
Stick these pieces to the backside of firewall blind nuts.
Once you do this, you can fuel proof the tank compartment
with resin without fouling the threads of the blind nuts.
Pellon

Fabric stores sellelal om.oduThi
used for general reinforcement and is especially good for
wing center sections. Be careful when you do apply it as it
does have grain and should be applied in the direction that
affords maximum strength.

Firewall Gasket

Where you have a screwed-on, removable firewall/motor
mount, oil seepage can occur. RV suppliers have flexible
Aputty tapeo {fomedintocasquishalde, h a n
removable gasket. Silly Putty might also work.

Custom Trim Sealer

Cut the ends of large aluminum rain gutter nails. Then bend,

file, and polish the resulti
sealer tools that can be inserted into your Top Flite trim-
sealing iron.

Push Rods

Did you ever go through all the trouble to make up your
control surface push rods only to find at installation that they
were a quarter inch too short? Try this easy way to get the
lengths just right. Tie a string to the control horn on the
control surface. Drop the free end of the string through the
fuselage. With the control surface in neutral position, tie the
other end of the string to the servo arm. Cut off the excess
string at both tie points. Now, cut the string at the ties and
what you end up with is a piece of string that is the exact
length of the push rod you will need to fabricate.

Instrument Panels

An easy and cheap way to obtain an instrument panel for
that sport model is to look through a full-scale airplane
magazine for an advertisement showing instruments. | found
one | liked and used my scanner to scan the image into
the computer, and then pasted it into my word
processor, scaling it to different sizes. This could also be
done using a copy machine that will reduce. If using the
computer any size can be easily scaled. | printed out several
different sizes to have on hand.

Club 40 Racing
By Henry Smith

Rick Strange presented a
Pylon racing. This idea comes from the October 2009
Model Aviation magazine article on page 66 entitled
APyl on Racing for Everyont
everyone read this articl:
of racing. Simply put you use a low cost engine and a
istandard ARFO to combine
skills provide the biggest part of the winning equation.
Participating in events such as this can help your flying
skills.

The plane is one of two models. They are Sky
Raider Mach Il and the LA Racer 40. Both are
distributed in the USA by AirBorne Models. The price
for the Sky Raider Mach Il is $89.99. The price for the
LA Racer 40 is $109.99. These are within most
peoplebds budget. You can
mo de | Thatds for those
Mesquite bushes. The engine mentioned in the article
is the Thunder Tiger 40 which sells for $84.99. Other
engines that may be used are the Super Tigre GS-40,
GMS 0.40 ABC, and Evolution .40NT.

The engine must be stock including carburetor and
muffler as supplied by the manufacturer. The airframe
ready to fly weight is 4 pounds and 8 ounces. No
airframe modifications other than repairs or
reinforcement are permitted.

I dondét plan to rewrite
You can read it and do some research on your own.
Doingasearch f or AClI ub 40 raci
references. Rick was asked to get some more
information for the next meeting. | am looking forward
to hearing his presentation. He had suggested a
possible race in April or May 2010. This sounds like
fun for participants and observers.

*%* *kkkkkkkkhkhkhkkkkkxk

A few diverse thoughts:

ifRemember, today is the
about yesterday. o Dal e |
AThe only man who never

man who never does anything . 0 Theodor ¢

Calm o
under neal

AfBe | i ke a duck.
Il ike the dickens

AGrowing old is
old is.o Kenny

not upse
Rogers
AYou miss 100
Wayne Gretzky

per centt aokfe
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Preflight Checks
By Len Minco VP Fort Worth Thunderbirds

Exact pre-flight checks might differ from model to model, but there are some basic checks that all RC airplanes need to have
done, immediately before flight. That is exactly what a pre-flight check is; the final thing you do before takeoff, to make sure that
everything is in order and working correctly.

Your first and foremost point of reference for the exact pre-flight checks needed for your particular airplane should be the
instruction manual, DVD or CD Rom that came with the plane. But, failing that, listed below (in no particular order) are the minimum
checks that you need to carry out before you take off...

AAl 1l ser vos dénkagessosawo and contrlsurfaces are secure

AAll connections to the receiver, battery pack and ESC is secu
AThe receiver and motor battery pack are secure and cannot mov
AThe propel | epmnenisusecure s ti ght / s

AThe wing and tail plane are secured properly, as per the inst
of fixing; rubber bands or wing nuts etc.)

AAl'l control surfaces move in the cmovestertddesstense i .e. moving th
the left

AAl control surface hinges are secure i.e. you can't pull t he
flying surface

AThe motor power works correctly, and stops when you want it t

AA range check

This last one, the range check, is very important so we'll cover it in more detail. The purpose of the range check is to make sure
the radio signal is strong, so that you can fly your plane at a normal distance away from you without it going out of radio range.

RANGE CHECK:

Switch on the transmitter then the receiver, and with the transmitter antenna fully collapsed (i.e. down)*, walk backwards away
from the model for 30 paces or so. As you walk away from the plane, keep moving the control surface sticks of the transmitter (not
the motor!) and closely watch the respective control surfaces of the airplane.

* |f you've got a 2.4GHz transmitter, you'll need to use its range check feature as per the instructions collapsing
the antenna isn't an option. The range check feature of a 2.4GHz transmitter reduces the voltage to emulate a weaker signal.

r Have antenna collapsed or
use range check feature (2.4GHz)

g

Approx, 30 paces (meters)

—

Above: an RC airplane Range check should be
done at a distance of 30 paces (meters) or so

away from the plane

If you only get a few paces away and the surfaces start 'twitching' or not responding properly to the stick movements, do not fly.
Check the batteries of the radio gear, they may need replacing. Low batteries in the transmitter drastically reduce the radio range.
Also check for loose connections to the receiver etc.

If the batteries and connections are OK but the control surfaces still don't respond properly, then other people may be using your
frequency nearby. Again, do not fly if this is the case. Interference is a big killer of RC airplanes, and you need to be sure that your
frequency is clear before you get airborne.

Whatever the reason, do not fly your plane if you see that control surface response becomes unreliable before you reach 30
paces or so away from the plane!

Always, always, always, take a few minutes to perform these checks before you commence your flying session. Get into the
habit of doing these preflight checks every time. They take just a couple of minutes and will save you the grief of a crashed
airplane if something is amiss.

Have fun flying and See you on takeoff ééééeéééé.
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From the Robbins Nest:

HI-SKY Indoor fly-in at the Horseshoe review: The indoor fly-in is now history, and | believe everyone would
agree that it was a success! We had 43 registered pilots, who came from Texas, New Mexico, and
Oklahoma to enjoy our calm air here in West Texas.

If you missed the event, we had an E-flight Vapor pylon race, balloon bust, (thanks Chris R.), an F3P

pattern contest, Freestyle contest, and an AAIl I up,
general raffle, where we gave away an E-flight Vapor, and an mcX helicopter. Chris Rutter won the Vapor,

and Gary Thomas won the mcX hel itoefd pytoe rF.3 P JMoaen t Gr oPsast tw
Mike Scott took the honors in the Vapor race.

Our sponsors for the pilot raffle were:

R&RRC Designs-F4D Skyray One-hour-Wonder Plane

Castle Creations-5 ESC speed controllers, Ball Cap, and 2 Castle links
Electrifly-Ultra E-box flight box, several tee-shirts, and neck straps

Bob Smith Industries-Various bottles of CA glue

Astroflight-Blinky Balancer and adapter

Dimension Engineering-Deluxe programmable light system

We also had an F3P Manta (ready-to-fly pattern plane)

The pattern and freestyle contest was held Saturday night. Here are the results:

Freestyle:
1. Mike Feuilly

2. Dennis Robbins
3. Parker Rathbun
4. Josh Yarbro

F3P-A
1. Mike Feuilly
2. Dennis Robbins

E3P-C
1. Mike Robbins
2. Reegan May

F3P-D

1. Parker Rathbun
2. Gary Jones

3. Ronnie Robbins

The Judges were:Joe Gross, John Sellers, and Mark Greer
Scribes included:Mrs Gross, David Harrell, Jeff Laufer and Bruce Hoover
Sound/Audio:Tom Kuhn

Many folks helped make this event a success. You kn
helped in some way. This includes those who sold raffle tickets, worked the registration, and helped with

the logistics of the event. This venue would not have happened if club members had not stepped up and

helped. Thanks for all your hard work! A special thanks goes to Monty Sandefer for selling the most

General Raffle tickets ! We 6 | | talk more about this at the meeti

I —S——
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And speaking of the meeting, make plans to attend. We have some really important topics to discuss, and
we need everyone there. We will continue witllcomer cl
to the meeting to see whatodés up for grabs!

I hope everyone enjoyed the Horseshoe fly-in. | know we had several pilots who flew indoors for the first
time. Once you experience this type of flying, it just makes you want more.

Bring yourindoorpl anes to the meeting. We |l ove to see what vy
the gym after the meet, so itds gonna be good!

Upcoming Electric events:

Nov. 21 & 22, 2009 Plainview, TX, hosted by SPEF

Dec 10-13, 2009 Wichita, KS, Central Plains E-Fly Spectacular

March, 2010 ?, San Angelo, TX, TINY indoor electric fly-in

(Always check these dates before attending a meet)

Il 611l end with some phot os-Infenjaym t he Horseshoe I ndoor

Keep it slow and | owééééeé. ., Dennis Robbins
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