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Meeting Notice:  The November meeting will be held 
at Michaels on the corner of Wadley and “A” street.  
The meeting date is November 1, 2011.  If you wish to 
eat come at 6:00 PM.  The meeting will start at 7:00 
PM.  Please be thinking about new officers for 2012.  
Those nominations should be made at our November 
meeting.  You will vote for your choices at the 
December meeting. 

************************* 
HI SKY R/C Club Minutes: October 4, 2011  
 

Meeting was held at Michaels. 
 
Meeting called to order at 7:00 PM by President Chris 
Rutter.  16 members were present plus one guest.       
 
Minutes:  Minutes were approved as published in the 
newsletter.   
 
Field Report:  Jim Tartt says the field is in pretty good 
shape.  Looks like the drought has stunted some of the 
growth.   
 
Safety Report:  AJ reminds us it is imperative that we 
stay hydrated during the hot weather.  Time to start 
watching for snakes.  We haven’t had any lately.                 

   

 
Tips & Tricks 
From The AMA Insider 
              
Balsa Dents  
     When you accidentally dent a piece of balsa during 
construction of a model, try this old cabinet-maker’s 
trick. Put a few drops of white vinegar on it instead of 
using filler. The vinegar will pull 99% of the dent out. 
Works best overnight. Try it; it really works!  
              
Construction Tip  
     When taking an airplane apart for repair, put all the 
parts into a clear freezer bag with the name printed on 
the outside. This will save time in looking for the parts 
needed, as the airplane repairs are being completed. 
Some freezer bags have a spot for the name to be 
printed on and, if you put in a piece of the airplane’s 
MonoKote, this will speed up the ID.  
—both from the Woodland Aero Modelers, Downers 
Grove, Illinois  
              
Servo Connectors  
     To hold your radio/servo connectors together, use a 
piece of thin string or dental floss and wrap it around 
the connectors, looping it through the wires so it pulls 
the two connectors together. Use a nonslip knot to tie 
the string so it does not come untied. Don’t let an 
unplugged connector cost you a crash.  
              
Antenna  
     When collapsing your transmitter antenna make 
sure to grab the bottom of each section and pull down. 
Pushing from the top can easily bend the antenna. 
  
—both from the Privateers, Mills, Wyoming 
      

****************************** 

Remember to Vote! 
 
Remember to vote in the AMA election.  If you haven’t 
voted then please do.  Jim Rice said the officers are 
elected by a small percent of members.  You were sent 
a prepaid ballot with your AMA renewal to make it easy 
to return it with your selection. 
 

continued on page 2 
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Treasurers Report: We have money in the checking, 
savings and CD accounts.    
 
Activities:    
  
Electric Fly Horseshoe is set for one day only, 

October 23
rd

.  We will need help with 
pilot registration and running the raffle 
sales.  Right now, everything is on go.  
Chris said he would talk to Channel 2 
about getting the fly in on their 
Midland Calendar.   

 
Old Business:  Dennis Robbins says his discussions 
with CAF about trying to get something going have 
stalled out.  He thinks there may be something 
happening in the CAF that has not come out yet.  
There was a suggestion that we have a booth in the 
CAF AirSho to advertise the club and our activities.  
Probably too late now, but Ralph Gillette will check the 
cost of a booth for next year.  (See separate 
comments in the newsletter)  
 
New Business:  None.     
 
Show and Tell:  Matt Allen showed his indoor foamy 
combat plane.  Very easy to build, flies good enough to 
have a good fight.   
 
Ed Anderson brought his scale F4U Corsair tail wheel 
rig.  Very nice work and from the pictures and plans of 
the real plane, very accurate.  Will be good to see it in 
place.   
 
Club Raffle:  Electric Motor              Matt 
                          Servo Tester                 David Harrell 
  CA Kicker                    Ric Baccus 
  Knife                            Jim Tartt 
  Electric Prop                Jonny Rotan 
 
Meeting Adjourned 7:35PM.   Next meeting at 
Michaels on Tuesday November 1

st
. 

 
From the Secretary: 
 
After our discussions of having a booth at the AirSho, I 
was notified late Thursday, just before the show 
opened on Saturday, that AMA and CAF have signed 
an accord to work together to foster youth in aviation, 
among other things.  Based on this, the AMA was 
given a spot in the trade show to have a booth.  Chris 
Rutter was headed out of town, so it kind of trickled 
down to the other CAF/Hi-Sky member to get involved, 
namely me.   
 
Rich Hanson, AMA’s Government and Regulatory 
Affairs Representative and Presidential Candidate 

came in from Phoenix and Randy Brown, Safety 
Coordinator for District VIII came in from Houston.  I 
picked up some small planes from Chris Rutter, Matt 
Allen and Bill Coombes to grace the booth.  The AMA 
sent in some signs, a table cover and some printed 
material.  We did almost run out of the announcements 
about the Horseshoe Fly-In, so we may have picked 
up some attendance. 
 
We set up the booth on Saturday morning, October 8 
amid the rain, and finished up Sunday about five in the 
afternoon.  We had some interest, but didn’t have a 
drawing card like the helicopter salesman at the other 
end of the row had with lights flashing and flying most 
of both days.  Should we have this opportunity next 
year, I would suggest we get something that will get 
peoples attention to get them to stop at the booth. 
 
I did keep the signs and left over printed material to set 
up at the Horseshoe so we can wave the flag there.  
 

****************** 
Picked Up Passing By 
        
      I hope you enjoy reading the article about John 
Laney.  I didn’t know that John had competed in any 
contests.  But, John didn’t brag about his 
accomplishmnts.  I did enjoy seeing him flying at our 
field many times.  I also enjoyed his comments about 
the various models available at that time.   
 
       It is time to consider new officers for our club.  You 
may not feel you are qualified to serve.  The only 
qualification is a willingness to serve your fellow 
modelers.  We have many members who could be a 
great officer.  The only requirement is to agree to serve 
if elected.  You can learn on the job so to speak.  We 
have been fortunate to have Chris Rutter, Ed 
Anderson, and Ralph Gillette serve our club for several 
terms.  They have been excellent officers and have 
given of their time to running the club business.  
Thanks guys. 
 
“Modelers are the greatest people on earth-even when 
they are arguing with you.” 
     Dave Brown – former AMA President 
 
“Ability is what you are capable of doing.  Motivation 
determines what you do.  Attitude determines how well 
you do it.”   
       Lou Holtz 
 
“It’s not enough we do our best; sometimes we have to 
do what’s required.” 
        Sir Winston Churchill    
 
 
 
  
  
 

continued from page 1 
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Inspired by John Laney (1927-1999 / AMA - 9410) 
How many of you have been inspired by someone that you never met?  Two years ago I was passing by a coworker 
office and I saw a beautiful Corsair hanging on his wall.  I ask him if he likes to fly r/c planes, he answers me it belongs 
to my dad. We had a nice conversation when he told me all about how into this hobby his father was.  Days later he 
asks me if I wish to receive a plane (kit) that his father was going to build and now was sitting in his garage.  I respond 
yes, and two weeks later he came to my office with a big box that contains a beautiful kit from Robbe Puma 40 made 
in Germany.  Since that day I thought that I have to get back into the hobby.  I always wanted to be able to fly 
someday this beautiful plane. I made a promise to myself that I need to be a good pilot before I fly this plane.  I believe 
I’m ready now to handle this plane in the air so this will be my winter project.    
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From the Robbins Nest: 
 

Horseshoe indoor electric fly-in:  Our annual indoor event was held October 23, 2011 at the Horseshoe Arena and 
was a success!  We had 23 registered pilots, including 14 from Midland, 3 from Clovis, New Mexico, 4 from San 
Angelo, and 1 from Andrews, and 1 from Amarillo.  Several other folks had indicated they were going to attend, but 
were not able to make it for various reasons. 
 
We began setting up tables around 7:15 AM, and left the building at 11:45 PM, and had a good long day of flying.  
This event was a success because of a few folks who helped, and included Ralph Gillette, Jim Tartt, and Chris Rutter, 
and our CD, AJ Lee. 
 
Several pilots signed up for our Sponsorship Package, which helped tremendously with offsetting the expenses 
associated with renting the venue.  These included: 
 

Gary Jones 
Matt Allen 
Chris Rutter 
Malcolm Davis 
 

Thanks guys, for the help. 
 
Our raffle was one of the best I’ve seen.  Many of the pilots brought and donated kits and airplanes for the raffle, or 
helped with obtaining items.  These included the following: 
 
Royce May-Helped with the 9 speed controls donated by Castle Creations 
David Harrell-flight box 
R&RRC Designs-Cutlass kit with servos 
Rick Baccus-Dualsky Yak 54 Pro kit, and a Charger airplane kit 
Dimension Engineering-Delight Light Kit 
E-fly Hobbies- T shirt 
Jim Tartt-Ugly Stick airplane, Vintage .049 Cox U-control trainer 
Matt Allen-Predator kit 
Chris Rutter-P 51 ready-to-fly airplane, with transmitter 
 
I hope I haven’t left anyone out who helped, a special thanks to you if I did! 
 
 
 
 
The following are a few photos taken by GARY JONES who came from Clovis, New Mexico.  Thanks Gary. 
 
 

 
 

http://static.rcgroups.net/forums/attachments/1/9/3/1/a4371682-170-P1570086c1024.jpg
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http://static.rcgroups.net/forums/attachments/1/9/3/1/a4371767-229-P1570123c1024.jpg
http://static.rcgroups.net/forums/attachments/1/9/3/1/a4371701-112-P1570114c1024.jpg
http://static.rcgroups.net/forums/attachments/1/9/3/1/a4371698-249-P1570110ca1024.jpg
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http://static.rcgroups.net/forums/attachments/1/9/3/1/a4371697-130-P1570108ca1024.jpg
http://static.rcgroups.net/forums/attachments/1/9/3/1/a4371683-196-P1570090c1024.jpg
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http://static.rcgroups.net/forums/attachments/1/9/3/1/a4371666-236-P1570138c1024.jpg
http://static.rcgroups.net/forums/attachments/1/9/3/1/a4371687-166-P1570104c1024.jpg
http://static.rcgroups.net/forums/attachments/1/9/3/1/a4371768-249-P1570124c1024.jpg
http://static.rcgroups.net/forums/attachments/1/9/3/1/a4371740-37-P1570119c1024.jpg
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Inspired by John Laney (1927-1999 / AMA - 9410) 
How many of you have been inspired by someone that you never met?  Two years ago I was passing by a coworker 
office and I saw a beautiful Corsair hanging on his wall.  I ask him if he likes to fly r/c planes, he answers me it belongs 
to my dad. We had a nice conversation when he told me all about how into this hobby his father was.  Days later he 
asks me if I wish to receive a plane (kit) that his father was going to build and now was sitting in his garage.  I respond 
yes, and two weeks later he came to my office with a big box that contains a beautiful kit from Robbe Puma 40 made 
in Germany.  Since that day I thought that I have to get back into the hobby.  I always wanted to be able to fly 
someday this beautiful plane. I made a promise to myself that I need to be a good pilot before I fly this plane.  I believe 
I’m ready now to handle this plane in the air so this will be my winter project.   
Many of you were lucky to meet John Laney many years ago.  I read the Hi-Sky flier from February 1999 when the 
club informed  that he had passed away on January 15, 1999 and I understood why he is still inspiring people.   
“John was a friend to all who knew him, a great model builder, club flight instructor and a wealth of aeronautical 
knowledge.  John was always willing to teach, help or instruct whenever asked.   John loved to fly.  He was always 
smiling about something”.  (By Ed Van Reet) 
“The Texas crusader  was one of his own designs, in 1960’s he design this plane to suit his building and flying needs, 
the plane has a constant chord 52” wingspan of its “D-tube” design . The tail surfaces are solid. The plane was flown 
by John in 1963-1964 NATS where he placed in the top 10 in both years. A Junior Flier also flew the Crusader to 3

rd
 

and 4
th
 place finished in the same years.  Won numerous local contests in West Texas and New Mexico”.  (By Bruce 

Brady) 
John in the 70’s was involved in the construction of a full scale Sailplane.  John and another Cities Services employee 
Ed McGuire brought the plans and parts from El Paso Texas, more than 5000 parts separate parts went into the 
construction of this plane, after two year’s work by the three men in Odessa, the wings of the plane were 90 percent 
complete, the tail section 80 percent complete and McGuire was transfer to Houston. He bought and finished the 
plane, then made his first flight four years after he first bought in. (by Ken Wagner / Delta) 
I will share with you guys a couple of pictures of his favorite planes.  I‘m sure that some of you have seen these planes 
flying at our club field. 
I wanted to thank John Laney Jr. who inspired me to come back to this great hobby again. 
By Francisco Herrera 
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